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STELLA C. 


A RECORD OF THIRTEEN SITTINGS FOR THERMO- 
PSYCHIC AND OTHER EXPERIMENTS 


BY HARRY PRICE, F. R. N.S. 


It was my good fortune, in the early weeks of 1923, to be put into 
touch with a young lady who was thought to possess psychic powers, 
but who had never been under experiment. It had always been my 
ambition to secure a medium before the development of the psychic 
faculties had taken place, in order to watch the growth of the phe- 
nomena and to direct the psychic emanations into predetermined chan- 
nels for experimental purposes. I therefore looked forward to my 
sittings with Stella C. with the greatest interest. 

Stella is a normal, healthy girl, twenty-three years old, of a quiet 
and unassuming disposition. She is reserved in her manner, pleasant 
in her speech, and very willing and tractable in her endeavor to help 
the investigators in every way. She is of medium height, slim, and a 
typical specimen of the modern, well-educated English girl. 

Previous to our first sitting, on March 22nd, 1923, Stella knew 
nothing whatever about psychical research, and had never sat with a 
circle of investigators. Her one and only experience in matters 
psychic occurred at a spiritualistic circle which she attended in her 
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home town, and from which she was removed for a fit of giggling; she 
was then eleven years old. Since that immature age the subject of 
psychic science has not had the slightest interest for her, which is all 
the more remarkable because she herself is frequently the centre of 
psychic activity without being aware of its meaning or importance. 

Spontaneous telekinetic movements have occurred in her vicinity 
for some years past, though I have no knowledge that the phenomena 
were manifested at a very early period of her existence. In any case, 
the phenomena were of rare occurrence—perhaps two or three a year, 
and they nearly always took the form of (a) strong breezes; (b) tele- 
kinetic movements of small objects; (c) raps; (d) an occasional light 
or flash. 

Curiously enough, the “breezes” nearly always occurred when 
flowers were near her. The fact that Stella is passionately fond of 
flowers may be an explanation. Sometimes when she is writing or sit- 
ting quietly at a table upon which is a vase of flowers, a strong but 
gentle breeze will sweep across the room, taking in its path the flowers, 
which bend under the strain. 

This has happened on a hot, still night, when not the slightest 
ripple in the atmosphere has been noticeable in the open air. The same 
phenomenon has occurred in a closed room in the depth of winter, when 
every door and window has been tightly closed. This association of 
flowers with “ breezes” may well be as much due to psychological 
action as to psychical. Some subconscious connection with flowers on 
the part of the medium may be the reason why these “ psychic 
breezes ” are induced when flowers are present. 

Of spontaneous telekinetic phenomena, the sudden movement of a 
box of matches is the most curious. Sometimes, when Stella is about 
to place her hand on the box, it will suddenly jerk itself away from her 
as if it had been flicked by the finger. 

Raps have occurred on her bedstead, and in various parts of the 
room in which she was present. The rarest of all spontaneous phe- 
nomena—which really happen very infrequently—are the “ lights.” 
Perhaps on two or three occasions she has been mildly startled by 
slight percussive sounds, accompanied by blue sparks, which have 
manifested in her vicinity. From her description of these lights, and 
from those we have seen at the séances—assuming them to be of iden- 
tical nature—they would seem strangely like the sparks produced by 
the electrical discharge across the points of a Ruhmkorff coil. 

It might be asked: “ What effect have these phenomena had upon 
the medium?” The answer to that query is: “ Apparently none.” 
Stella thought them strange, of course; but, beyond that, little con- 
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cern was felt by her as to these curious occurrences, and she grew up 
in complete ignorance of their real significance. 

The facts I have just related were brought to my notice early last 
year, and, after some discussion, I induced Stella to allow me to make 
an extensive series of experiments covering a period of several months. 
It has been stated that Stella received no payment for her services. 
This is not strictly correct, but she was paid no more for her sittings 
than she would have received at her ordinary occupation, which was 
that of hospital nurse and dispenser. 


THE ARRANGEMENTS OF THE SEANCE ROOM 


Before I give the details of the séances, I will describe the simple 
arrangements made for the experiments. In the first place, I installed 
a Negretti and Zambra self-registering thermometer, which was 
fastened against an enclosed oak beam, high up, on the wall farthest 
away from the medium and not within reach of any member of the 
circle during the sittings. 

The séance room was not heated before or during the sittings, and 
no sudden changes in the temperature were apparent except during 
the production of the phenomena. Scrupulous care was taken in set- 
ting the thermometer and recording the readings. Col. W. W. Hard- 
wick (now Managing Editor of “ Light ”) checked the readings with 
me, and other sitters also noted the variations that had taken place 
during the sittings. I believe I am right in stating that no other in- 
vestigators have systematically recorded, by instrumental means, the 
thermal effect produced during a long series of sittings. 

On most occasions, the indicator of the thermometer has shown a 
drop in the temperature during the sittings. During the first few 
séances, when we were experimenting with various kinds of tables, and 
when telekinetic action was particularly strong, the mercury fell many 
degrees below that recorded at commencement of sittings. During the 
later stages of our experiments, when we had succeeded in diverting the 
power to the production of other forms of phenomena, the thermom- 
eter did not show that marked drop in the temperature recorded in the 
earlier séances. 

The low temperatures appear to synchronize with violent manifes- 
tations. ‘Ti.at this drop in temperature is a fact, and that the cool 
breezes experienced during sittings are a physical and not merely a 
physiological effect, I have conclusively proved by instrumental means. 
There is no question of error in observation or fraud involved in these 
experiments. As Sir Oliver Lodge (in a letter to me on this subject) 
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rightly remarks: “ It is easy for hocus-pocus to send a thermometer 
up; but it is by no means easy to send it down.” 

For convenience of reference, I will here insert the table of tempera- 
tures, which, (with the other tables published in this paper), was com- 
piled by Mr. F. Bligh Bond, F. R. I. B. A., and is taken from “ Psychic 
Science ” for October, 1923: 


TABLE oF TEMPERATURES 





































































































; ; ; | 
wo. | Bagot | Tenset [Re | Bimal | Bate’ | ater, | ran | Ris 
1 | Mar. 2@ | 11.82a.m.| 60° | 12.35 p.m. | 62° 49° | 1° | 18° 
2 | Mar. 29 | 11.38 a.m. | 61° 12.47 p.m. | 65° | 49.5° | 11.5° 1s 5 
3 | April 5 | 11.20 a.m. | 64.5° | 12.43 p.m. | 65° 57° = a | 8 | 
4 | April 12 | 11.20 a.m. | 62° 1.3 p.m. | 66° | 58° | 4° so 
5 | April 19 | 11.18 a.m. | 63.5° | 1.15 p.m. | 64.5° | 43° | 20.5° | 215° 
eA May 38 | 11.40 a.m. | 67° 1.45 p.m. | 74° | no fall | | 7 
7 | May 10/ 11.5 a.m. | 58.5° | 12.25 p.m. | 64° | sv | ose | 7° 7 
\ | | | | — 
s | May 17 | 11.0 a.m. | 57.5° | 12.55 p.m. | 64° | 57° | 0.5° 7° 
9 | May 24 | 11.15 a.m. | 59° | 12 12.55 p.m. | 65° | 58° | |g _ - 
al | Sinead 
10 | June 7 | 11.6 a.m. | 62.5° 123 12.55 p.m. | 68.5° | 61.75° | 0.75° | 6.75° 
11 | June 21 bias a.m. | 63.5° | 12.45 p.m. | 68.5° | 62.5° | r 6° " 
_— } } | a 
12 | Sept. 27 | 10.45 a.m. | 61° i 12.35 p.m. | 64° | no fall | + 
13 | Oct. 4 10.40 a.m. | 56° 12.35 p.m. | 59° less | 35°. 





It will be noticed from above table that in every case the reading 
of the thermometer at the close of the sittings is higher than that at 
the commencement. This is normal, and for two reasons: (a) Increase 
in average solar radiation towards midday; (b) Increase in warmth of 
room due to presence of sitters. The “ Scientific American” in the 
January (1924) number, in commenting upon these experiments, says: 

“Other workers have been more fortunate, and in Great Britain 
the body of investigators working with the medium Stella C. has had 
the singular good fortune of being able to prove categorically the 
existence of a manifestation that has been freely disputed—the cooling 
influence of the mediumistic trance upon the immediate neighborhood. 
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STELLA C. 309 


Séances have been held in a locked room and sealed, sufficiently insu- 
lated against all influencing of the temperature from without. Obvi- 
ously, under the operation of known causes, the only thing that can 
happen to the room temperature is a slight rise, from the heat- 
radiation and combustion products of the numerous persons present. 
Actually this did occur in the end; the temperature at the close would 
always be slightly higher than at the beginning. But the verdict of the 
sitters’ senses, that the room was materially cooler during the mid 
portions of the séance, was checked by self-recording thermometers, 
and found to be in accordance with the facts. This cooling was always 
appreciable ; in two or three instances, the bottom of the temperature 
curve, corresponding with the climax of the trance and the other phe- 
nomena, was no less than twenty degrees Fahrenheit below the initial 
figure. There seems no escaping the conclusion that we have here a 
genuine psychic phenomenon—that the medium in some way absorbs 
large quantities of energy from the surroundings, giving it back later 
on. By no possibility can the conclusion be avoided that this iron-clad 
series of observations is the event of the year in Psychic Science.” 

It will be seen from the following table that the temperature 
rapidly cooled when violent manifestations were taking place. When 
the phenomena had been controlled somewhat, and the power diverted 
to other phases of telekinetic action, the fall of the mercury was not 
so great: 


CoMPARATIVE TABLE OF THERMOMETER—DIFFERENCES AND PHYSICAL 
Power Devetorep. (Graded in diminishing series.) 








Sitting Intermediate | (N. B. The order of the sittings is ruled by the series of 
No. Variation temperature differences.) 
5 21.5° Extremely violent table movements, levitation and raps. 


Movement of table without contact for 10m. 





2 15.5 Strong pulsations and vibrations in table, which was in con- 
tinuous motion, levitation taking place many times. Fre- 
quent raps. 





Table continuously agitated; tipped and moved across room. 
Three levitations of table after abortive efforts (heavy table 
used. ) 








3 3° Heavy table levitated three times early in sitting* when lower- 
| | ing of temperature was observed. A lighter table used, and 
levitated with great ease many times (Crawford table). 
This table was completely smashed, and practically reduced 

to matchwood during the sitting. 





*N. B.—A brief expenditure of force with marked lowering of temperature would not affect the 
thermometer to any appreciable extent; whilst a long continued one, though possibly less in 
intensity, would of necessity influence the register. 
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CoMPARATIVE TABLE OF THERMOMETER—DIFFERENCES AND PHYSICAL 
Power DeveLorep.—( Continued.) 








Sitting | Intermediate (N. B. The order of the sittings is ruled by the series of 
No. Variation temperature differences) 
4 8° 


Heavy table movements (gyrating) continuously for some 
time. Communication by raps. Strong pulsations felt in 
table top when the table itself was at rest. 





| 
7 | oy Slight movements of table. The chief feature of this séance 
was the movement of small objects without contact. 


























8 7 Special “Pugh” table used with trellised cage beneath, flap in 
top, etc. One spasmodic motion of table recorded, and one 
| attempt at levitation. Séance chiefly remarkable for move- 
| ment of small objects within cage, etc., and flashes of light. 
> | “i Movement of small objects. Experiments with the ‘‘Tele- 
| kinetoscope” (vide infra). Very loud raps. One attempt 
at movement of table. Flap in table moved violently up 
| and down. 

10 6.75° Movement of small objects. Observation of psychic rods 
with “shadow” apparatus. Several mechanical devices em- 
ployed. No violent movement recorded. 

=~ 6° Raps, flashes. Movement of small objects. Power weak, 
though phenomena varied. Medium unwell. 

13 | $.5° | Raps, flashes. Instruments blown. Telekinetic movements. 

12 | None re- New circle formed. Three months had elapsed since last 

corded | sitting. 


| (steady rise) 











6 None | **H” table used—weight only 18 lbs. Table movements about 
| recorded room. Tilting and attempts at levitation. Several com- 
(steady plete levitations later. Raps and many flashes. Apport 
rise to of lilacspray. Maintenance of temperature attributed to the 

close). “electrical” luminous discharges. 





MEDIUM’S PULSE-RATE 


The pulse-rate of the medium was very carefully recorded, by 
means of a chronometer with split seconds, before and after each sit- 
ting. Stella’s pulse was invariably much above the normal at comn- 
mencement of sitting, and generally sub-normal at the close. The 
foregoing remarks apply to the medium when she is in good health. 
On the one occasion when she was really unwell, and had just left a 
sick-bed to attend the sitting (No. 11), her pulse-rate was quite 
normal and steady, which is extremely unusual. It has been suggested 
that the high pulse-rate was due to excitement or agitation on the part 
of the medium; but we have no proofs that such is the case. Stella 
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possesses a particularly equable nature, and is not easily excited or 
disturbed. Her pulse-rate at normal times is high, and is usually only 
normal or sub-normal immediately after a sitting. On the other hand, 
the diminution in rapidity of the pulse is always accompanied by a 
pronounced coldness in the medium’s extremities, especially when she is 
in the trance state. 

For convenience of comparison, the chart of the medium’s pulse- 
rate has been made out in the same order as the table of thermometer 
differences : 


Cuart oF Mepium’s PULSE-RAPIDITY 














Sitti Medium’s | Pulse at Com- | Pulse at Diminution in 
_ Health | mencement | Close Rapidity Remarks 
5 Good | 117 87 30 | 


(25°64 per cent.) | 








Good 126 80 46 |Pulse dropped at 
| (36.51 per cent.) | end of - sitting. 

Beats very irregu- 

lar and variable. 


© 

















1 | Good | 116 90 26 | 
(22.41 per cent.) 
3 Good 130 av. | 90 40 Pulse very variable 
(30.77 per cent.) at start and at 
close. 
4 | Good | 130 | 88 42 


(32.3 per cent.) 
ro wae, | 
M. hada | 
cold, other- 

| wise good | 





~] 


126 av. | 66 av. 60 Pulse very irregular. 
(47.62 per cent.) | 





























S..-] Good | 140 | 80 60 
| | | (47.85 per cent.) 
a a eee 
9 Good | 116 | 76 40 Pulse very variable 
| | (34.48 per cent.) | at start and close. 
10 | Very 118 80 | 38 Medium very tired 
good | | (32.2 percent.) | after sitting. 
11 | Unwell | 90 90 | 0 Pulse normal and 
| | (0.0 per cent.) | very steady — 
| noted as unusual 
| | with this medium. 
é Good | 111 69 | 42 
| (37.83 per cent.) | 
| 
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312 STELLA C. 
THE MEDIUM’S TEMPERATURE 


Unfortunately, the temperature of the medium was not taken 
during the earlier sittings. However, this was remedied later, and the 
subjoined figures show that Stella’s temperature was always higher at 
the close of a sitting, though the medium herself always complained of 
feeling cold. 


Mepium’s TEMPERATURE 


Sitting Temperature Temperature Rise 
No. at Start at Close 
8 97.3° 98.4° oe 
9 97.0° 98.0° 1.0° 
10 98.1° | 98.6° 0.5° 
#3 “a | — - 
11 97.4° | 98.4° 1.0° 


LIGHTING OF THE SEANCE ROOM 


For the lighting of the séance room, an apartment next to the office 
of “ Light,” which had been placed at my disposal, we employed a 
60-watt lamp in an ordinary photographic ruby well-glass. Some- 
times this lamp was controlled by a rheostat. By its light it was pos- 
sible to see plainly the limbs and features of the sitters. Occasionally, 
we had the added illumination from the Shadow Apparatus (vide 
infra) and red electric pocket torches were used for taking notes. 

I have been criticised for not using a white light at the commence- 
ment of the sittings, but it must be remembered that I had been prom- 
ised twelve sittings only, and I could not afford to run risks of wasting 
precious time under possibly non-productive conditions. At my sit- 
tings with Willy Sch., at Munich, Baron von Schrenck-Notzing con- 
sistently employed a red illumination, with the happiest results; and I 
was determined, if possible, to duplicate the conditions of the Baron’s 
séance room, where I had seen such magnificent phenomena. 

I was also ridiculed for using incense at the sittings, but its use was 
probably advantageous not only as a harmonizing element (like 
music), but because Stella was particularly fond of its perfume and 
used to burn it in her own home. I am not suggesting that the burning 
of incense at a sitting is helpful in the production of phenomena; but 
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it pleased Stella, which was my constant aim. It is possible, also, that 
the scent from the burning incense may have had the same effect 
upon Stella and her phenomena as the scent from the flowers, which 
undoubtedly were conducive to spontaneous telekinetic and other 
manifestations. 

At our sittings with Willy at Munich, Baron von Schrenck- 


Notzing made almost constant use of a musical-box; so I followed this 
plan in my own sittings. 


METHOD OF RECORDING 


After our first sitting with Stella, I realised that we were getting 
important results, so I drew up a design for a chart and had a number 
of copies printed and numbered consecutively. Each chart or report 
contains the following data, collected at the sitting it represents: 
Date; place; times of commencement and finish of sitting ; temperature 
of séance room at start and finish of sitting, with minimum fall of 
mercury; the state of health of medium; the medium’s pulse-rate at 
start and finish of sitting; the medium’s temperature (taken in the 
mouth) at start and finish of sitting; the state of the weather; the 
nature of the experiments tried; nature of control; the nature and in- 
tensity of the illuminant employed; the times the medium entered and 
left the trance state; the names of sitters, and the order in which they 
sat. Though the barometric pressure was not recorded upon the 
charts, I studied it carefully at each sitting, but could draw no com- 
parisons or conclusions. 

The notes from which the data were compiled were taken by a 
sitter (usually Mr. H. W. Pugh), often outside the circle. The notes 
were then assembled and drawn up by me into the Official Report, 
within two hours of the conclusion of the sitting. The Report was 
then typed in triplicate on the printed charts. The Official Report of 
a sitting was then presented to the sitters, who were requested to read 
it through and sign it if correct. Thus the report of every sitting was 
signed by each sitter taking part. Visitors to the circle were requested 
either to sign the report of their sitting or send in independent reports. 
Some members (e. g., Col. Hardwick and Mr. Pugh) of the circle also 
made out independent reports, copies of which they sent to me. 

It will be gathered from the description of my method of recording 
the sittings, that the whole psychic history of Stella will be available 
as a continuous narrative. For so long as I have any influence with 
this medium, every séance will be recorded in the manner I have de- 


scribed in whatever part of the globe she may happen to be giving 
sittings. 
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THE SITTERS 


The regular members of the circle comprised the following ladies 
and gentlemen: Miss Mercy Phillimore, General Secretary of the L. 
S. A.; Mrs. I.. E. Pratt, who has had considerable experience in nurs- 
ing; Mrs. E. J. Garrett ; Miss Nellie Tom Gallon, the novelist ; Lt.-Col. 


CHART OF SITTERS PRESELIT. (mEDWM eT 17KLUDED) 





$ of Sir7TERS. / 















- a = af 





40 42. f/f 





PUSS 79. PHILLITFIORE 





fies 4. &. 





Zz. 







s4v. Tom ALLorv 





Coz. W.w.- witk 
-VW- PUGH 
D. THOMAS 

4 
Hort. 
Dar. V. 


Carr, E.N. BENMETT 













PRKE 






FE 


. VY0O0LLE 





fn. E. J. DING VIALL 





. Mewar Wek 


Rk, K 
AY 
R 
MVYRLA 









- F 
4. 









JeTAL *YUMBER oF 
PRESET AT 


W. W. Hardwick, Managing Editor of “ Light”; Mr. H. W. Pugh, 4 
member of the S. P. R.; Mr. David Thomas, a retired barrister-at-law; 
and myself. 

Visitors to the circle and others who had occasional sittings were: 


The Hon. Everard Feilding, Dr. V. J. Woolley, and Captain E. N. 
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Bennett, M.A., all members of the Council of the S. P. R.; Mr. E. J. 
Dingwall, Research Officer of the S. P. R.; Mr. Hewat McKenzie; Mr. 
G. E. Wright; Dr. M. Rust; Mr. J. F. R. Stainer, K.C., legal adviser 
to the Foreign Office; Mr. A. Findlay, and others. All the sitters, 
including myself, were entire strangers to the medium previous to the 
commencement of the experiments. 

It may be worthy of note that those sittings in which the more 
violent physical movements took place are those in which the mascu- 
line and feminine elements are either in balance numerically, or where 
the feminine is dominant in number. In the fifth sitting, most remark- 
able of all in this display of energy, the numbers are balanced. 


GENERAL CONTROL OF THE MEDIUM 


After various experiments in the placing of the sitters forming the 
permanent circle, it was arranged that Mrs. L. E. Pratt, on account 
of her experience in nursing, should be placed on the right of the 
medium, controlling her right hand and foot. I took up a position on 
the left of the medium, controlling her left hand and foot. The re- 
maining sitters took up various positions, and at every sitting we 
linked hands and kept contact with our feet. In the reports of the 
sittings, special controlling devices (such as nets, trellis barriers, etc.), 
will be described. The door of the séance room was always locked, 
and key removed. 

Never was a medium easier to control than Stella. She did exactly 
as she was requested, made no comments—in fact, she hardly spoke at 
all—and when entering the trance state (which was self-induced), she 
merely relapsed into unconsciousness, and gradually sank into the sup- 
porting arm of Mrs. Pratt. The trance state was always accom- 
panied by weak respiration, and her hands became icy cold. 


THE SITTINGS 


I will now give the verbatim signed Official Reports of the thirteen 
sittings we have had with Stella. For particulars of the variations in 
temperature, medium’s pulse-rate, duration of sittings, etc., I must 
refer the reader to the tables. The 60-watt red lamp was invariably 
employed, and where the light is lowered or turned out, mention of the 
fact is made in the report. The health of the medium was consistently 
good with one exception which is mentioned. 

The weather varied considerably at each sitting. It was usually 
dull, but at the sixth sitting, when it was very hot and sunny, an 
alleged “ apport ” was produced, the only instance recorded. Also, at 
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this sitting, the thermometer rose considerably, which was unusual, and 
this séance was notable for many flashes of light. 


SITTING No. 1. MARCH 22nd, 1923. 


Sitters having taken their places, musical-box was started. In- 
cense burning for first ten minutes. General conversation ensued. 
Twenty minutes from commencement, table gave violent dip, away 
from medium. All hands in light contact with top of table. (Weight 
of table, 4314 tbs) From this point continuous agitation of table. 
Distinct vibrations felt through the woodwork of table by several sit- 
ters. Miss Phillimore stated that her right hand became somewhat 
numb and cold. Violent agitation of table; it reared on two legs, and 
rapidly moved across room. The table then oscillated, and was ap- 
parently controlled by an intelligent entity, as it dipped repeatedly at 
questions put to medium’s control. More violent movements of the 
table, which appeared to be endeavouring to turn completely over. 
Requests were then made to medium’s control to levitate table, and 
raise all four legs from floor. Proofs of attempts were apparent, and 
it was thought that with less illumination, the “ force ” controlling the 
table would succeed. 

The red lights were then switched off, the room being in darkness 
except for a little daylight through the chinks of the window screen. 
The extra power was very marked, the manifestations including violent 
agitations of the table which was completely levitated from the floor 
three times, the sitters’ hands being flat on the table all the time. It 
was agreed that at the last levitation of the table, all four legs were 
raised at least two inches from the floor. This concluded the sitting. 

At one portion of the sitting, Mrs. Garrett stated that she saw a 
column of pale phosphorescent light just behind the medium. A phe- 
nomenon worthy of note was the rapid fall of the thermometer, the 
mercury dropping no fewer than eleven degrees. The table used 
during this first sitting with Stella C. belonged formerly to Henry 
Slade, the medium, and will be called in future the “ Slade table.” The 
medium was not entranced at any period of this sitting, but felt very 
tired a few hours after its conclusion. 


REMARKS 


The “Slade” table used is a double flap Canterbury table em- 
ployed by “ Dr.” Slade in his now classic experiments. For many 
years it has been used as an ordinary writing table at the offices of the 
L. S. A. The dimensions of table are: Top, 3 ft. 714 ins. x 3 ft. 254 
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ins. Thickness, 34 in. Height of table, 2 ft. 43 ins. Legs, four in 
number, turned and tapered. Material, oak. Weight, 4314 tbs. The 
two movable legs are held in place by struts, to support the flaps. 


SITTING No. 2. MARCH 29th, 1923. 


Very soon after the sitters had taken their places, and musical-box 
had been started, the “Slade table” gave several “ shivers,” the 
vibrations being felt by each sitter present. During the whole of 
this sitting these vibrations were present, alternating with a peculiar 
pulsating or tremulous effect, as if the table were imbued with life—a 
very curious sensation. It will save time in recording this séance if it 
is stated that the table was in a state of almost continuous motion 
during the whole of this sitting. In the full strength of the red light 
(by the rays of which all the sitters’ hands were plainly visible all the 
time), the table was completely levitated six times, probably eight 
times, the last twice being doubtful. One levitation was especially 
good, the table, when in the air, moving laterally to the extent of about 
three feet. It was not found necessary during this sitting to dim the 
light by means of the rheostat, and it was thought that the same phe- 
nomena would have been produced in a much brighter light. 

One phenomenon noticed and commented upon by every sitter was 
the dimming (as if a heavy shadow had fallen across it), of Mrs. Gar- 
rett’s left hand. All the sitters’ hands were lightly placed flat on the 
table; all were visible; and all received the same amount of illumina- 
tion. Yet, Mrs. Garrett’s left hand became gradually obscured by 
some substance (ectoplasm?), and just as gradually the shadow or 
“substance ” passed away. Very soon after this phenomenon Mrs. 
Garrett became highly nervous and susceptible to the influences at 
work in the circle; but she shortly became calmer and the phase passed 
away. At 12:15 the medium became very sleepy and stated that her 
senses appeared to be “ far away.” Miss Phillimore led her to a chair, 
where she recovered in fifteen minutes, after which she again took her 
place in the circle. The sitters were standing when the above changes 
came over the medium. Had the medium been sitting, it is highly 
probable she would have become entranced, as her condition at this 
juncture was highly suggestive of the entry into the trance state. 
During the period the medium was resting, the “ power ” or “ force ” 
at work almost entirely disappeared. 

When the medium again took her place in the circle the power 
revived, and from this time (12:30), raps were of frequent occurrence. 
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Questions put to the medium’s “ control ” were answered intelligently 
by means of raps, and once the table lurched twice in affirmative 
answers to questions put by Colonel Hardwick. These “ lurches ” 
were given when only the fingers of Miss Phillimore and Colonel Hard- 
wick were on the table, from which the other sitters were quite away. 
The so-called psychic breezes were experienced by all the sitters, it 
being noticeably cooler at one portion of the sitting. That this effect 
was physical and not physiological is proved by the thermometer drop- 
ping to below 50 degrees, a fall of 11.5 degrees below normal tempera- 
ture. The thermometer readings were checked before and after by 
Col. Hardwick and Mr. Price. At this and the last sitting, the medium 
was placed at corner of table and it was physically impossible for her 
to normally control the table in any way. Her pulse dropped con- 
/ siderably at end of sitting, and Col. Hardwick stated that the beats 
were extremely irregular and variable. Every sitter complained of 
exhaustion and fatigue at end of sitting. Incense was used at com- 
mencement of sitting. 
























































REMARKS 

The outstanding feature of this sitting is the peculiar pulsating 
effect which contact with the table produced upon the hands of the 
sitters. To me, the table-top felt as if it were charged with running 
water, the rhythmical effect of the “ waves ” being particularly notice- 
able. I remember wondering at the time whether the “ dowser” or 
water-diviner experienced the same kind of tremulous vibration in his 
hazel twig. 



































SITTING No. 3. APRIL 5th, 1923. 


Shortly after white lights turned out, and musical-box started, the 
** Slade table ” commenced to turn, compelling the sitters to rise. Very 
soon afterwards the table levitated three times, one levitation was of 
several seconds’ duration. At this juncture, the séance room felt 
decidedly cooler. That this sensation was real and not fancied is 
proved by the thermometer dropping 7.5 degrees (checked by Col. 
Hardwick and Mr. Price) during the sitting. The “ force” or “ con- 
trol” operating the table was then asked to quieten its movements, 
and to manifest itself by giving intelligent raps. These raps were 
quickly obtained, and some questions were put to “control,” but 
somewhat confused answers were given in reply. It was then ascer- 
tained by further questions put to “ control ” that it would be better 
for No. 1 sitter (Mr. Price) to change places with No. 4 sitter, (Mrs. 
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Garrett). This was done, but no marked improvement in power was 
noticed. It was then suggested by some of the sitters that a lighter 
table be used for the experiments. This was agreed to, and the “ Craw- 
ford” table was fetched from an adjoining room. This “ Crawford ” 
table was (it is in existence no longer!) a six-sided table with three 
legs, composed entirely of wood (deal), the top, legs, and lower sup- 
porting platform being keyed and pegged together, and strongly 
constructed. 

The sitters and medium having formed themselves into a circle 
around the table with only the tips of their fingers touching the table- 
top, great power was quickly developed, and movements of the table 
rapidly followed. The table was then completely levitated several 
times, remaining in the air for several seconds upon each occasion. 
Once the table rose completely above the heads of the sitters, 
some of whom had to rise in order to keep contact with it. During 
this levitation, the lower platform of the table struck the chin of 
Mr. Price (who had remained seated, and had lost contact), and 
came to rest on his chest. The sitters then removed their hands from 
the table, only the finger-tips of the medium remaining upon it. 
Movements of the table still continued. The sitters again placed their 
fingers on the table top, when still further power was developed with 
increasing violence, two of the legs breaking away from the table with 
a percussion-like noise as the fracture occurred. At this juncture 
(12:27) Mr. Pugh excused himself and the séance continued without 
him. Col. Hardwick, Mrs. Pratt, and Mr. Price still retained their 
fingers upon the top of the table, which was resting on the remaining 
leg. Suddenly, without warning, and with a violent snap, the table top 
broke into two pieces; at the same time the remaining leg and other 
supports of the table crumpled up, THE WHOLE BEING RE- 
DUCED TO WHAT IS LITTLE MORE THAN MATCHWOOD. 
The sitting then concluded. 

The full red light was used throughout the sitting, except when a 
little daylight was allowed in the room. In the white light the table 
continued to move, but no levitation occurred. The medium became 
very sleepy during the latter portion of the sitting, and other sitters 
complained of exhaustion—but not to the same extent experienced at 
the last sitting. When the table-top split in two, Mrs. Pratt stated 
that she felt the “force” run up the table, culminating at the top 
where the fracture occurred. 


REMARKS 
The “Crawford” table was an hexagonal table, with top and 
lower platform made of deal, with three legs; all its parts being keyed 
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and pegged together, and of strong construction. The top, which 
was built of sectors, measured 2 ft. 3 ins., and was seven-sixteenths of 
an inch thick. The height was 2 ft. 3 ins., the legs 114 ins. square, the 
triangular bracings 114 x 3% in.; all parts blocked and glued. 

Col. Hardwick, in his report of this sitting, says that the split in 
the table top was traced to a point near Mrs. Pratt. When balanced 
on its sole remaining leg, it was held steady by the sitters’ fingers. 
First one leg broke away, he says, with a part of the lower platform; 
the second following after about a minute, with the rest of the plat- 
form. The lower platform was thus also rent in twain. At this point, 
Col. Hardwick says that only three sitters retained a light contact, 
and it was under these conditions that the third leg broke away, and 
the top split in pieces, the whole collapsing to the ground. “ Actu- 
ally,” says Col. Hardwick, “ this last break was such that not only 
would some considerable pressure have been necessary, but the top 
would have required the use of two hands with a wrenching action to 
split it into the parts found when daylight was admitted.” 

The full red light was used throughout this sitting. My own im- 
pressions of the rending of the “Crawford” table were as if a succession 
of lightning discharges (but without the flashes) had struck the table. 
It was an extraordinary sensation to feel a strong wooden structure 
crumpling up beneath one’s hands; the table appeared to melt away. 


SITTING No. 4. APRIL 12th, 1923. 


Shortly after the members of the circle were seated, the “ Slade” 
table commenced to move, compelling the sitters to rise. The move- 
ments continued for a considerable period. At one time, the table kept 
up a curious motion, rapidly revolving or spinning upon the point of 
one leg in such a way that the sitters had to follow the gyrations. 
The “ control ” or “ force ” was requested to reverse the motion of the 
table. This was done immediately, the rotating motion continuing for 
a considerable time. After various other movements of the table, the 
sitters reseated themselves, and the “ control ” or entity was asked to 
manifest itself by means of raps. This was done, and a more or less 
coherent story was obtained by the “ force ” rapping once for “ no,” 
twice for “ doubtful,” three times for “ yes,” and a rap when the cor- 
rect letter of the alphabet was mentioned. It was ascertained by this 
method—as far as this method can be trusted—that the “ control ” at 
work was named “ Palma,” and was a child, sex unascertained. By 
the same means it was learned that “ Palma ” was responsible for the 
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Showing the inner cage-table, enclosed by 
shelf for musical toys, ete. 
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means of gauze of fine mesh, and with 
The flap is shown raised. 
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Photograph of smoked tin plate of Pressure Flap Apparatus, showing 
striated marks, lines, ete., of psychic origin, obtained through the 
mediumship of Stella C., June 7th, '23. See account of Sitting No. 10. 
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Photograph of “ Crawrorp ” 


table. weight about 


pounds, entirely smashed 


work through Stella C. 
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sitting No. 3. 
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movements of the table; that it knew the medium; that it could see 
the medium and all the sitters except Miss Phillimore, Miss Tom Gal- 
lon, and Mr. Price. It is worthy of note that these three sitters were 
the only ones in the immediate vicinity of the medium. 

At 12:30 the medium became very sleepy, and in what appeared to 
be a semi-trance stated to Miss Phillimore, who questioned her, that 
she saw before her, as a vision, a newspaper, which she said was the 
“ Daily Mail ” and which she said was dated “ May 19th, 1923.” Miss 
Phillimore particularly asked her whether the year 1923 was correct, 
and the medium said “ yes.”” The medium then said that she could see 
in large letters the name “ Andrew Salt.” She stated also that she 
had a “ sensation ” of seeing a boy falling, and a man (who appeared 
to be a doctor), bending over him, and pouring a white powder out of 
a bottle or tin which he was giving the boy. No one in the circle 
knew the name of Andrew Salt, and little importance was attached to 
the name or “vision.” Shortly after, Mrs. Garrett stated that she 
saw blue and red lights under the table near the medium’s feet. Miss 
Gallon stated that she saw them, and some of the other sitters thought 
the lights were visible to them. Towards the end of the sitting, when 
the table was at rest, a violent pulsating or throbbing effect in the 
table top was felt by all the sitters. (See Report of Sitting No. 2.) 
At the end of the table nearer the medium, the pulsations were more 
marked, and were accompanied by a sensation as of something pushing 
the underside of the flap. The upward or lifting motion of the flap 
was distinctly felt by Mrs. Pratt, Miss Phillimore, and Mr. Price. 
The finger-tips of all the sitters were lightly placed on the surface of 
the table when this last phenomenon occurred. Mr. Pugh had to leave 
the circle at 11: 50. 

A portion of the sitting was occupied with the testing of fairly 
strong daylight on the phenomena. It was found that the table move- 
ments slowed down considerably, and there was a decided loss of power. 
Incense was burned at commencement of sitting. It was noticed that 
the séance-room did not get appreciably cooler during the sitting. 
The thermometer actually dropped 4 degrees below the temperature 
recorded at the commencement of sitting, and 8 degrees below the 
maximum taken at the end of the sitting. It was thought that the 
close “ heavy ” weather may have had something to do with the warmer 
temperature of the room. 


REMARKS 
A SponTANEOvS PREDICTION VERIFIED 


The fourth sitting, which took place on the 12th of April, was re- 
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markable for an example of a type of mediumship on the part of Stella 
quite foreign to that which she has all along exhibited. It is an ex- 
ample, and a most interesting one, of “ prognosis ”—foreknowledge of 
a coming event unknown to, and apparently unknowable by, either 
medium or sitters. There had been some “table” movements and 
attempts to get the alphabet by raps. A “ control ”—‘ Palma ”— 
announced her (or his) presence, that of a child, sex unascertained. 
This “ control ” claimed to know the medium, and to be able to see all 
the sitters except myself and two others. 

At 12:30 pr. m., the medium lapsed into semi-trance, and while in 
this condition stated to Miss Phillimore, who had questioned her, that 
she saw before her, as in a vision, a copy of the “ Daily Mail,” with the 
date “ May 19th, 1923.” In answer to enquiry as to the correctness 
of this date, the medium affirmed this, and added that she could see in 
large letters the name “ Andrew Salt.” She also said she had a “ sen- 
sation ” of seeing a boy falling, and a man, apparently a doctor, bend- 
ing over him and pouring a white powder out of a bottle or tin, which 
powder he was giving to the boy. No one in the circle recognized the 
name “ Andrew Salt ” and but little importance was attached to the 
vision or its details. All were duly recorded, however, and the official 
record signed by all of the sitters who retained notes of the occurrence. 
It was inferred at the time that “ Andrew Salt ” was the name of a 
man. On the relation of her vision by the medium, several sitters 
intervened with questions, such as—** What are they doing?” ‘ What 
is the man doing to him?” “Can you see any more? ” etc.,—which 
appeared to distress the medium, who said she “ thought the man was 
bending over the boy, and giving him some powder,” but she could see 
no more—the vision had vanished. 

The first part was given without effort, but the questions seemed 
to cause the medium some anxiety to see, and perhaps inclined her to 
use her own imagination. It should be noted that the vision was im- 
promptu, and not occasioned by any previous occurrences, or by any 
remark by sitters. It is, in fact, the sole occasion on which any pre- 
diction has been made by this medium, and it is the only time that the 
medium, on her own initiative, has broken silence during the sittings. 

Thirty-seven days later, that is to say, on the 19th of May, 1923, 
the front page of the “ Daily Mail” was occupied by a full-page 
advertisement of ANDREWS’ LIVER SALT, the prominent feature 
of which is the picture of a distressed boy who has spilled a tin of the 
salt, which is scattered on the ground, and falling from the plate he is 
carrying. The words “ ANDREWS’ LIVER SALT” are on the 
picture, and the advertisement, which offers £100 for a title, states 
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that the new poster, of which this picture is a reproduction, was dis- 
played during the month of May on hoardings and vans throughout 
the United Kingdom. The makers of the salt affirm that until the 
month of May, no exhibition of the poster in question had taken place. 
The “ Daily Mail ” affirms that until about three weeks before the date 
of the advertisement (say, April 28) there had been no intention com- 
municated to them to use this picture, but the intention of the adver- 
tisers was to employ an “ Abraham Lincoln ” copy (published eventu- 
ally on the front page of the “ Daily Mail” of August 10th, 1923), 
the date being booked for the display of this. 

Consequently, if we discount the incredible supposition that a 
young girl, permanently resident in London, had somehow become 
aware that a firm in Newcastle-upon-Tyne had prepared a poster of 
this nature (if, indeed, they had it in reserve on April 12), and that 
they contemplated to substitute this for another picture already ar- 
ranged for on a date five weeks ahead; and the equally incredible 
theory that this young girl had obtained details of the substitute 
poster—there still remains the fact that the substitution was not 
carried into effect until more than a fortnight after the “ vision.” 

The prediction is right, we may say, in ten definite points, namely, 
(1) The “ Daily Mail,” (2) the date—May 19th, (3) the name of the 
vendor of the proprietary article, “ Andrew(s),” (4) the name of the 
article, *“ Salt,” (5) the “large letters,” (6) the boy, (7) the “ fal- 
ling *—or “ letting fall,” (8) the “tin,” (9) the “ white powder,” 
(10) the “ being poured out ”; and I may perhaps add an eleventh 
verification—for the suggestion of a “doctor ” standing behind the 
boy looks very much like a symbolic visualization (as often happens 
ina dream) of the medicinal nature of the article advertised as a 
“liver” salt. But in view of the boy’s agonized look of dismay, the 
idea might not unnaturally suggest itself that “ Someone” will be 
waiting for him with a stick, to correct his indiscretion; and this is 
borne out in the winning title, first published on the 6th of September, 
1923, which is: “ He'll get it—will you? ” 

I have no explanation or hypothesis to offer for the above amazing 
case of prevision. The affair created very considerable interest in the 
“Daily Mail ” office, and I believe they held an Editorial Council con- 
cerning what action should be taken in the matter. The Editor of the 
“Mail ” writes that he is “ quite convinced by the evidence submitted,” 
but if he were to have the case written up, 90% of his readers would 
put it down as an “ advertising dodge ”; with which I agree. Verily, 
truth is stranger than fiction. 
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SITTING No. 5. APRIL 19th, 1923. 


The sitters having taken their places at table, incense lighted, and 
musical-box started, the “Slade” table began to move almost im- 
mediately. It then started turning (compelling the sitters to leave 
their chairs), and was at once levitated to the height of several inches, 
Within the next twenty minutes the table was completely levitated at 
least six times—once for six seconds at a height of about six inches. 
During these levitations, which took place in the full light of the 
60-watt red lamp, the finger-tips only of the sitters were on the table 
top. Ceaseless movement of table followed, and once it turned over; 
and then, upon request, righted itself. After these violent manifesta- 
tions, it was decided (12:10) to re-form the circle round the table, 
and the “ control ” or “ entity ” (Palma?) was asked to manifest itself 
by means of raps. “ Palma ” promised it would. Immediately the sit- 
ters had taken their places, the raps commenced and were at once 
heard on various parts of the table, chairs, wall, etc. At one period 
of this demonstration four distinct varieties of raps were heard simul- 
taneously in different parts of the table, etc. The red light was then 
switched off, as it was thought that the power might increase in the 
dark. Except for another variety of rap in the centre of table, no 
other effect was noticed, and the red light was switched on again. 

The “control” (or “ controls”) was then asked to move table 
without contact of medium or sitters, if it could possibly do so. An 
indistinct answer was given (by means of raps), and it was decided to 
try. The sitters and medium pushed their chairs well away from the 
table; linked hands and held them high in the air; and without the 
slightest contact with sitters or medium, the table (weight 431, ibs.), 
with a few preliminary raps and creaks, slowly moved. These move- 
ments without contact were kept up for nearly ten minutes, the table 
moving in every direction, with decided attempts at levitation. After 
these telekinetic manifestations had died down, the sitters’ hands were 
again placed on the table and an increase of power was at once noticed. 
The table started swaying and rocking violently, pushing Colonel 
Hardwick up to the chairs that were against the wall, thus pinning 
him there. Again and again the table “ charged ” the Colonel, whose 


knee was somewhat injured by the intensely violent lurches of the 
table. During one of these violent manifestations, the table was poised 
upon two legs, and the combined efforts of Captain Bennett (exerting 
his entire strength), who was pushing the table-top in a downward 
direction, and the other sitters, who were trying to pull the table 
down, could not shift the table from its poise on two legs. In other 








WO. 
ove 
fac 
met 
Scl 
wit 
con 
met 
wit 
the 
con 
cha 
cha 


fell 


the 
dec 
Th 
age 
(wl 


tio 


tiol 
ete 
son 
per 
tho 
mec 
ext 
inc] 
pre 


kin 
ser 
vat 
wic 


anc 
ren 
dur 
tire 





he 
dle 


le, 
elf 
sit- 
rce 
lod 
ul- 
ren 
the 

no 


ble 
An 
| to 
the 
the 
s.)s 
yve- 
able 
fter 
vere 
ced. 
onel 
ning 
hose 

the 
ised 
ting 
vard 
able 
ther 





STELLA C. 341 


words, the combined strength of the circle, plus gravity, could not 
overcome the power that was raising the table. Mr. Price recalled the 
fact that he had seen a similar phenomenon at Munich through the 
mediumship of Willy Sch., when the combined strength of Baron von 
Schrenck-Notzing and Mr. E. J. Dingwall could not keep in contact 
with the floor a low, wooden table which became smashed during the 
conflict. Dr. Crawford’s theory of “ psychic rods ” exuding from the 
medium and operating on the cantilever system would seem to fit in 
with this phase of telekinesis. At this stage (12:50) of the sitting 
the power became stronger and more violent. The table again turned 
completely over; dashed to one of the walls where it knocked over two 
chairs and the musical-box; became entangled in the two bentwood 
chairs; undid the struts supporting the two flaps, which consequently 
fell down; nearly knocked Miss Phillimore over; rose and struck Mrs. 
Garrett’s head; and was so evidently bent upon destroying itself and 
the two chairs with which it was entangled, that it was unanimously 
decided to stop the sitting by letting in the daylight via the door. 
This was done, and the power almost ceased. Then door was closed 
again, and three of the sitters, placing their hands lightly upon table 
(which was upside down), managed to restore it to its normal condi- 
tion by means of the power not yet dissipated. 

At one portion of the sitting (when table moved of its own voli- 
tion), the séance room became very cold. The index of the thermom- 
eter registered as low as 43 degrees, which raises the question whether 
some psycho-mechanical power (independently of the fall in the tem- 
perature), was not responsible for the low reading. Some of the sitters 
thought they saw pencils of blue light beneath the table and around the 
medium, who became very sleepy towards the close of the sitting. The 
extreme power produced at this sitting may have been the result of the 
inclusion in the circle of two more sitters who had not taken part in 
previous sittings (Captain Bennett and Mr. J. F. R. Stainer, K. C.). 

REMARKS 

Our fifth sitting was truly remarkable for the violence of the tele- 
kinetic action, and for the extraordinary drop in the temperature, 
scrupulous care being taken by Col. Hardwick and myself in the obser- 
vation and checking of the readings of the thermometer. Col. Hard- 
wick, in his independent report of this sitting, says: 

“'The hands were joined outside the table, and slight movements 
and attempts at levitation were given. Contact was then renewed with 
remarkable results, much power having apparently been gathered 
during non-contact. The table tipped towards me as usual, and being 
tired of this edge going to the floor, I thrust in my knees, on which 
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the table rested with increasing force. It then began to hammer at 
my knees until the blows became painful, and I consequently removed 
them, expecting the table to crash to the floor. My knees were red 
from the blows when I got home some two hours after, and I can still 
feel the effect. To my surprise, the table did not go beyond the posi- 
tion where my knees would have been, but it made one or two smart 
blows as if to ensure that they had been removed. 

* Considering the weight and awkwardness of the table (it was the 
classic ‘ Slade’ table) it would have required a very strong and tall 
man to produce the violent movements experienced, in addition to 
which he would have required full freedom of movement—an obvious 
impossibility under the circumstances.” 

The development of power manifested in the levitation of the heavy 
“* Slade ” table in the fifth and other sittings, and the resistance to the 
force of gravity recorded, compel attention to the enquiry as to the 
locus of the motive power, and its mode of application. Two alterna- 
tives suggest themselves: 

(1) That the force was of the nature of external pressure applied 
to the under surfaces of the table, by telekinetic power. This view pre- 
supposes something in the nature of ectoplasmic rods having a fulcrum 
or support either in the bodies of medium and sitters, or on the floor 
of the room. 

(2) That the force was of the nature of internal traction, applied 
to the molecules or cells of the material, by “ endokinetic ” powers, i. ¢., 
power of movement from within. This view presupposes an accumula- 
tion of psycho-psychical or etheric energy, acting more in the manner 
of electricity or magnetism, and having its motive centre and fulcrum 
in a region outside space. 

The first theory is the more obvious, since “ ectoplasmic rods” 
have been observed to lift and move light objects; but the discovery 
of a fulcrum constitutes a difficulty. This theory does not, however, 
exclude the second. 

The second theory will be, at first sight, less simple to conceive and 
easy to entertain; but if other facts are in evidence pointing con- 
clusively to interior strains and stresses in the woodwork, then we have 
ground for considering it. Moreover, unless we can otherwise account 
for evidences of internal tension in the woodwork, we may be compelled 
to accept this hypothesis. 


SITTING No. 6. MAY 3rd, 1923. 


The table used at this sitting is a new one, specially designed by 
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Col. Hardwick, and will be termed the “ Hardwick ” table. Its weight 
is approximately eighteen pounds, and has sides three inches deep, 
flush with the edge of table-top. This quite prevents the medium or 
sitters placing their fingers under the table, and thus unconsciously 
raising it. The top is of oak, and the table is very substantially built. 

Mr. Pugh, with a red electric lamp, was outside the circle, taking 
notes. The sitters having arranged themselves around the “ Hard- 
wick ” table, the séance commenced. Almost immediately, (11: 42), 
the table commenced to move, and started to wander around the room, 
compelling the sitters to relinquish their seats, which they pushed back 
to the walls. Swaying and lurching upon the part of the table, with 
attempts at levitation. 

At this period (11:45), when all the sitters’ hands were upon the 
table, a large sprig of lilac, in full bloom, with leaves and flowers quite 
fresh and uncrumpled, fell upon the table, striking two of the sitters 
(Mrs. Pratt and Col. Hardwick). The sprig measured 1614 inches 
long. The nearest lilac was in a vase in the library, on the floor 
beneath. The door of the séance room was locked, and no one had 
brought any lilac into the room. About an hour previous, a vase of 
lilac had been removed from the séance room, and placed in the library, 
and it is possible that a piece of the blossom had been left in the room. 
If this be so, no explanation is forthcoming as to how it apparently 
fell from the ceiling on to the table-top. The hands of all the sitters 
were visible all the time. By means of the table tipping, it was after- 
wards ascertained from a control, “ Hendras ” (?), that the lilac sprig 
was an “ apport,” and another “ apport,” in the shape of a boot, was 
promised for the next sitting. . . . 

After the fall of the lilac sprig, the table was moved (11:55) and 
rocked with considerable force, and several complete levitations were 
accomplished, the table finally turning over with its four legs upwards. 
In this most difficult position, again the table rose completely, some of 
the levitations being of 4, 5, or 6 seconds’ duration. The medium was 
then asked to place her fingers on the two ends of the table nearest to 
her; this she did, the sitters on both sides of her each placing one hand 
upon hers. Thus there were four hands only lightly placed on the tips 
of the legs of one end of the table. The other sitters refrained from 
touching the table in any way. Again the table was levitated in this 
most difficult position, an extra red lamp being used for this phe- 
nomenon. The table was then set upright in its normal position, all 
hands linked, and the sitters right away from table. A bright red 
electric light was placed on the floor, illuminating the sitters’ feet 
which were in contact. After some minutes’ duration, the table slowly 
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moved, without any contact from sitters or medium. It was then 
asked to move in various directions (e. g., towards Mr. Price), and it 
immediately responded. 

The circle was then re-formed, and raps were asked for. These 
were given in various places on chairs, table and wall. The Hon. 
Everard Feilding then asked the “ control ” to imitate certain varie- 
ties of raps which he gave, such as the postman’s knock, and other 
complicated raps. The specimen raps were immediately and accu- 
rately copied by the “ control(s),” thus proving them the work of an 
intelligent entity. Mr. Pugh likewise knocked and was imitated. 

It was then decided to ask the “ controls ” to manifest by means of 
the tipping of the table. (At this juncture, the red light was switched 
off, in the endeavour to get more power.) The table at once responded 
and very shortly after a bright blue electric (?) flash appeared over 
the head of the medium. These flashes were repeated six times before 
the termination of the sitting; four were under the table, two above 
the medium, (one to the right of her). All the flashes were visible to 
all the sitters. The writer and some others are of the opinion that the 
** flashes ” were of a distinct electric blue. Other sitters, including Mr. 
Feilding, think that the lights were yellow. One “flash” made a 
crackling or percussive sound suggestive of electrical origin. No 
beams of light appeared to come from the flashes, which were quite 
unlike the rays from an electric torch. During the period of the 
** flashes,” the table spelled out a number of names such as “ Eileen” 
(Mrs. Garrett’s Christian name) ; “‘ Hendras ” (a “ control ” who said 
he was helping “ Palma,” “ who was a girl”); and other words. The 
table, through the “ control,” also “ tipped” out a message to the 
effect that the lilac had been brought from the library, and another 
“ apport,” a boot, was promised for the next sitting. . . . The me- 
dium felt somewhat tired and very sleepy. The temperature, accord- 
ing to the thermometer, rose seven degrees. This is the first sitting 
where this rise has been experienced, the temperature usually returning 
at the close of the sitting to a figure slightly higher than that recorded 
at the start. A suggested explanation is that the “ flashes,” if due to 
electrical origin, were the means of sustaining, if not increasing, the 
temperature of the room. Incense was used at the start of the sitting. 
At 1: 45 the sitters decided to terminate the séance. 


REMARKS 


The sprig of lilac “ apport” must not be taken too seriously. 
There had been a vase of these flowers in the room previous to the sit- 
ting, but it was removed to the library on the lower floor. After the 
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removal of the vase, Col. Hardwick and myself carefully cleared the 
room of everything not needed at the séance, and the large lilac sprig 
was not in evidence then. But how it arrived on the séance table is a 
mystery. It appeared to me to drop straight down from the ceiling, 
and arrived quite fresh and uncrumpled. If the flowers did not arrive 
in a normal manner,—and I do not see how this is possible, as every 
hand was visible upon the table, under the good red light—it may have 
been a genuine levitation from within the room. Once again we have 
the association of “ flowers ” with Stella. 


SITTING No. 7. MAY 10th, 1923. 


Red light full on. Incense burning. Musical-box playing. For 
this sitting it was decided to ask the “ control(s) ” or entity at work 
to manifest upon a number of musical instruments, writing-pad, etc., 
and not to attempt levitations. This was done. Just previous to the 
sitters taking their places, a celluloid trumpet, an aluminium bell, a 
mouth-organ, a set of metal Pan pipes, a writing-pad (signed by Mr. 
Pugh as being free from pencil marks), and one gold and one wooden 
pencil were put under the “ Slade” table, at which the sitters sat. 
The articles were put in a certain order, and a diagram was made by 
which it could be ascertained if any of the objects had been displaced. 

Immediately after sitting commenced, the table moved somewhat 
(11:10), and faint raps were heard. Soon after, scratches were 
heard under the table, followed by a movement of the hand-bell. It 
should be pointed out that all hands were visible upon the table, all the 
time, and that the hands were linked up. The feet of the sitters were 
touching, thus being controlled. Very soon after the bell moved, two 
or three notes upon the Pan pipes or mouth-organ were heard. Soon 
afterwards, a loud chord upon the mouth-organ simultaneously with 
a brilliant yellow flash over and behind the head of Miss Tom Gallon, 
who sat at the side of the table opposite the medium. In order to see 
the flashes better, it was decided to turn out the red light. This was 
done (11:20). Again a chord upon the mouth-organ, followed by two 
blue flashes under the table; again followed by a chord upon the mouth- 
organ and a tinkle upon the aluminium bell. It will save repetition if 
it is stated that the mouth-organ was played upon eight or nine times, 
ONCE AT REQUEST. The bell was touched twice, and the Pan 
pipes (we think), once. In all, six flashes were noticed, three under 
the table, two round about the head of the medium, and one over the 
head of Miss Tom Gallon. One blue flash over the head of the medium 
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was described by Mr. Pugh as being about the size of a half-a-crown or 
a little larger, with ray-like scintillations pouring from it. 

Mrs. Garrett, who is clairvoyant, stated that she saw an ecto- 
plasmic cloud, hovering over the head of the medium, which culminated 
in a blue flash. Mrs. Garrett then stated she saw, standing behind the 
medium, a tall girl, of Italian aspect, with two plaits hanging down 
her back, and wearing a bright robe. The girl was of a swarthy com- 
plexion, with thick lips and a flat nose. It is suggested that this girl 
is the medium’s “ control,” “ Palma.” Some of the flashes seen ap- 


peared with a percussive sound. Mr. G. E. Wright stated that he felt ° 


a “‘ psychic breeze ” pass four or five times along the surface of the 
table. During the above manifestations, paper was rustled and other 
movements were heard beneath the table. For the first time at any 
sitting, medium became completely entranced (11:35). Her hands 
became icy cold, and respiration weak. In this condition she remained 
till 12 o’clock, when the red light was restored. The medium com- 
plained of feeling very cold. At this period, the “ control ” was asked 
to manifest itself by means of raps. Several were given, and specimen 
raps were accurately and immediately copied. The table also spelled 
out the information that “ Palma” was the “control” who had 
played upon the mouth-organ, Pan pipes, etc. The sitters then sat 
back from the table, still with hands linked and with feet touching, and 
movements without contact were asked for. Two movements were 
given with raps. 

At the close of the sitting, the objects under the table were ex- 
amined, and all had been moved. The trumpet was knocked over; 
organ moved to the other side of pile; pencils moved ; corner of writing- 
pad turned up, AND SEVERAL PENCIL MARKS WERE FOUND 
UPON THE SIGNED PAPER. These marks include crosses, and 
what might be a “ P.” reversed. The temperature dropped 1.5 degrees 
below that recorded at commencement of sitting. 


- 


REMARKS 


The reader of these records cannot fail to notice that as Stella 
became more deeply entranced, so the phenomena became more diversi- 
fied. In this seventh sitting, we have manifestations upon wind instru- 
ments, pencil marks upon a signed pad, flashes, etc., under conditions 
which absolutely precluded fraud. But it was the very nature of these 
effects, and the extraordinary phenomena that we witnessed, that de- 
cided us to stiffen the control still more. Mr. Pugh said he would 
design a table that would meet our requirements. 
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SITTING No. 8. MAY 17th, 1923. 


This, the eighth sitting with Stella C., marked a great advance in 
the control of the medium and sitters. The table used was a new one; 
was designed by Mr. H. W. Pugh, and will be known as the “ Pugh ” 
table. (For full description, see below.) It is actually two tables— 
an inner and an outer, the inner table being quite incapable of being 
levitated except by some force applied beneath it. It is physically 
impossible for any of the sitters to raise this inner table from its upper 
surface; and to stop any manipulation from the underside, the inner 
table is surrounded by four trellis gates which prevent the medium or 
sitters from approaching it in any way. These four trellis gates form 
a cage in which various articles are placed previous to the commence- 
ment of a sitting. The inner table has a trap-door (in its top), eight 
inches square, the hinged flap of which is flush with the surface of the 
table, and is incapable of being opened except by an upward pressure 
from within the cage. The following articles were placed inside the 
cage (some on the floor and some on a shelf midway between floor and 
table-top), previous to the commencement of the sitting, and a dia- 
gram was made of their arrangement: A set of metal Pan pipes; an 
autoharp; a squeaking rubber dog; a mouth-organ; a celluloid trum- 
pet; a baby’s rattle with bells; a toy piano; aluminium hand-bell; a 
pan of modeller’s clay; a signed writing-pad and a lead-pencil. 

Almost immediately after the sitting commenced (musical-box 
playing, incense burning, red light on), cold breezes were distinctly 
felt by all the sitters—some on hands, others on faces (11:5). These 
cold sensations continued intermittently for a considerable period. 
Then the medium became entranced (11:25). Soon after, at 11: 30, 
the mouth-organ in cage was blown in two different chords. (At this 
point, light put out.) At 11:33, 11:35, 11: 40, 11: 45, mouth-organ 
was again blown, mostly in one chord. At 11:55 several strings of 
the autoharp in cage were struck twice. At 11:45, a small blue light 
over medium’s head. At 11:59, a bright blue light. At 12 o’clock 
another flash. At 12:1, a very bright light over Stella, with crackling 
noise. At 12:2 TRUMPET BLOWN. At 12:5, two blue lights, 
with crackling noise. At 12:7, mouth-organ blown. (At this 
juncture, Mr. Pugh ceased taking exact times, as the light from his 
bright red torch was thought to be disturbing to the phenomena.) 
Between 12:7 and 12: 45, when the sitting was concluded, the follow- 
ing phenomena took place: Hinged flap in centre table was opened and 
closed several times. When open, a red silk handkerchief was placed 
over aperture of trap-door, and Mr. Moger and Mr. Pugh each placed 
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a hand over silk. Twice they felt finger-like forms, from two different 
directions, under the silk handkerchief. Mrs. Pratt had her hand 
touched by what she described as a very cold hand. The rattle was 
thrown out of cage (from the side farthest from the medium), over 
Mr. Pugh’s shoulder on to table. A creaking of the inner table was 
followed by violent movements of the structure, and a decided attempt 
to levitate itself. Trap again opened, and was closed from outside by 
some unseen force. Then blue flashes inside cage, the lights being very 
visible through the flap which had again been opened by the “ force ” 
or entity at work. Again the flap was opened and rubber dog was 
handed out of trap door by the invisible “ force ” at work. Then more 
movements of the table. At this juncture, (12:45), the medium came 
out of her trance, and little else followed. The sitting concluded at 
12:55. The so-called “ psychic breezes” were felt intermittently 
during the whole of the sitting. The mercury dropped only .5 degree 
below that recorded at commencement of sitting. The medium’s pulse 
again dropped considerably at end of sitting. The temperature of 
medium was sub-normal at start of sitting, normal at finish. Through- 
out the sitting the sitters’ hands were on the table, and in contact, 
their feet being controlled in a similar manner. The medium became 
very cold during the entranced state, with shivering fits. Many raps 
were heard during the sitting. Several articles in cage had been moved, 
and pad was written on. The trumpet, which had been stood on end, 
was found on its side. 


REMARKS 


The “ Pugh ” table used at the above sitting may more properly 
be described as two tables—an inner and an outer table. The outer 
table is 44 inches square, and in the centre of its top is cut a square 
hole, the edges of which slope at an angle of 45 degrees. Into this 
hollow space, 23 inches square, is inserted an inner table, the edges of 
which also slope at an angle of 45 degrees, so that the outer edges of 
the inner table rest upon the inner edges of the outer table, and the 
tops of the two tables present one flat surface. 

Inside the four legs of the outer table, and outside the four legs of 
the inner table are placed four panels of wooden trellis with a clear- 
ance of two inches between them and the legs of the inner table. These 
panels reach from the floor to the under surface of the outer table, and 
make it impossible for the medium or sitters to move the inner table 
with their feet or knees. The only part of the inner table which can 
be touched is its upper surface, and the tables are so adjusted that the 
only movement possible to the inner table is an upward vertical move- 
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ment caused by a force operating from below within the wooden cage 
formed by the trellis panels. 

At a height of 17 inches from the floor, the inner table has a shelf 
covering an area approximately equal to its top, and in its top it has 
a hinged trap-door which can either be fastened or left free to open 
upwards. It cannot be opened downwards. 

The whole of the table except the surface of the top of the inner 
table, are stained brown. By this means the movements of the inner 
table are plainly visible. Height of table: 2934 inches. Thickness of 
table, nine-sixteenths of an inch. Trap-door is eight inches square. 
Weight, about forty pounds. 

The use of the “ Pugh” table seemed to stimulate the “ force ” 
responsible for the phenomena, and some very interesting results were 
witnessed. The trap-door in the table-top,—which was the only exit 
from the cage formed by the trellis gates—proved very effective, and 
a decided attempt at materializing hands or “ pseudopods ” was made. 


SITTING No. 9. MAY 24th, 1923. 


The table used for this séance was the combination “ Pugh ” 
structure, with the addition of a length of gauze net (very similar to 
that used by Baron von Schrenck in the Willy S. experiments), reach- 
ing from the table-top to the ground. This gauze was half-way round 
the outside of the outer table, and in front of the medium, but was 
lifted upon her knees in order that any power coming from her might 
not be obstructed. Mr. Pugh took the notes and times. The usual 
musical toys (see Sitting No. 8) and signed writing-pad, etc., were put 
into the trellis cage, and a feature of this sitting was the employment, 
for the first time, of the Telekinetoscope (for a description of this 
apparatus, see below), an electrical instrument working within a soap 
bubble. Soon after the commencement of the sitting, Col. Hardwick, 
in a little speech to “ Palma ” (which recalled to Mr. Price a similar 
appeal by Baron von Schrenck-Notzing to “ Minna,” Willy Schneider’s 
“control ”), explained the working of the Telekinetoscope, and asked 
her to manifest by its means, if possible. Three responding raps sug- 
gested that * Palma ” would do her best. 

At start of sitting, musical-box playing, incense burning, red light 
full on. Immediately the sitters had settled themselves, raps com- 
menced to be heard in various parts of table, chairs, etc. Soon after, 
some of the sitters stated that they experienced a sensation of cool air 
circulating along the surface of the table. It was asked whether 
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“Palma” was helping, and an answer rapped in the affirmative. 
After these preliminaries, (at 11:40), the red light was turned out. 
The medium had already become entranced (11: 25) ; at 11: 45, mouth- 
organ blown; at 11:50, hand-bell rang; at 11:51, trap-door opened 
a little; at 11: 53, mouth-organ blown in different key; at 11: 55, trap- 
door lifted; at 11:58, mouth-organ blown; at 12:5, blue light near 
ceiling; at 12:10, blue light over medium; (Mr. Pugh here ceased 
taking exact time. It should be noted that the hands of all the sitters 
were on the table, linked up, and their feet in contact.) Soon after, 
many movements under table, in cage, in which two blue flashes were 
prominent. Miss Gallon was touched on hand, and Mrs. Pratt was 
touched twice on her hand. 

Then trap-door opened completely, and Miss Phillimore, Mr. Pugh, 
and Mr. Price each placed a hand over aperture. Mr. Pugh at once 
stated that he was touched by the lead-pencil which was apparently 
handed up to him through the trap-door. Then (a shower of) little 
raps were heard. Then several chords upon the autoharp. At this 
moment, (about 12:25), THE RED LIGHT INDICATOR IN RE- 
CORDING PORTION OF TELEKINETOSCOPE LIT UP FOR 
ABOUT A SECOND. Mr. Pugh at once looked inside cage where the 
transmitting portion of instrument had been placed, AND BUBBLE 
AND SHADE WERE INTACT, thus absolutely proving the pres- 
ence of psychic, (electrical?), power or force. Just before this won- 
derful manifestation, the rattle-bells had been thrown out of cage upon 
the floor. The centre table then tried to move itself. Again, the trap- 
door was rattled, violently up and down from within the cage. Then 
violent raps (the loudest heard at any of these sittings), in the centre 
of the table, and another blue flash. Then more noises within cage. 

At this juncture, (12:45), medium came out of her trance. The 
medium appeared to be in a deeper trance at this sitting than at any 
of the previous ones. She had shivering fits, and was reclining upon 
Mrs. Pratt most of the time, though she did not appear to become so 
cold as usual. Her temperature was sub-normal before and after the 
sitting, and her pulse was very variable. It is worthy of note that the 
musical-box was played more at this sitting than at any other. At 
the close of the sitting, many of the articles in upper and lower portion 
of cage were found to have been moved; trumpet had been knocked 
over. In again examining the transmitting portion of the Telekincto- 
scope, it was found that the BUBBLE WAS STILL INTACT, and 
Mr. David Gow and Mr. H. W. Engholm, Editors of “ Light,” were 
brought in to witness this fact. The bubble had lasted 154 hours, 
notwithstanding the movements of the table, etc. The temperature 
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of the séance room dropped one degree below that recorded at com- 
mencement of sitting. 
REMARKS 

The TELEKINETOSCOPE is an electrical instrument specially 
designed by me for the Stella C. experiments, in order to demonstrate 
telekinetic power under conditions which absolutely preclude fraud, 
accident, or error in observation. 

The instrument itself consists of a brass cup, five inches in diam- 
eter and two and a half inches deep. The cup is mounted on a metal 
tripod with levelling screws, and has a turned-in flange three-eighths 
of an inch wide. Around the periphery of the cup, and stamped in the 
flange are twelve three-sixteenth holes. Placed loosely inside the cup 
is a contact-maker made of thin sheet fibre, connected with two brass 
strips to which are fastened the leads (composed of best rubber and 
silk insulated flex). The whole is mounted on a thick rubber base. 

The contact-maker is made of fibre in order to lessen the metallic 
surfaces thought to inhibit the psychic “force.” A narrow strip of 
thin metal is fastened round the contact-maker connecting, by means 
of a piece of pure tin fuse-wire, to the brass screw holding the fibre 
slip. When the contact-maker is in situ in the brass cup, a soap- 
bubble (composed of distilled water, glycerine, and Castile soap), is 
drawn across the top of the cup, thus effectively sealing it. In this 
condition it is normally impossible to depress the contact-maker (thus 
completing circuit), without destroying the bubble. As a further pre- 
caution, and to prevent the bubble drying too rapidly or bursting 
spontaneously, a glass shade is put over the whole of the instrument. 
It has been found by experiment that the bubbles last some hours under 
favorable conditions. The small apertures around the periphery are 
the only means by which the psychic power or force can enter the cup, 
and, if possible, depress the contact-maker, the spring of which can be 
made to any degree of sensitiveness. The transmitting instrument, as 
described above, is then put inside a cage, cabinet, or other suitable 
spot, in order to register, if possible, the presence of psychic power. 

The recording part of the apparatus, connected with the cup by 
wires, is placed on table in full view of the sitters. This portion of the 
Telekinetoscope consists of a small red four-volt pea lamp, enclosed 
with its battery under a small glass shade securely sealed to a wooden 
base taking the flex leads. All parts are now insulated, thus making it 
impossible for any outside influence to affect the lamp or battery. 

It will thus be seen from the above description of the instrument 
that it is ABSOLUTELY IMPOSSIBLE to make an electrical circuit 
(and thus light the red lamp), unless the contact-maker in cup is de- 
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pressed. ‘To do this normally means the removal of the covering 
shade, and the breaking of the sealing soap film—two safeguards that 
are impossible to overcome by fraudulent means without at once telling 
the investigators that the apparatus has been tampered with. 

It will be obvious that any indicator (other than the red lamp), 
capable of being worked electrically, would be suitable—e. g., an 
electric bell. 

I had devoted a considerable amount of thought and care in the 
construction of the Telekinetoscope, in order to ascertain whether we 
could secure a manifestation of psychic power upon an instrument 
that is absolutely fraud proof. Needless to say, I was highly gratified 
at the result of our first experiment, which I hope to repeat. Not by 
any known normal means could the contact-maker under the bubble 
have been depressed (thus completing circuit and lighting lamp upon 
the table) without (a) passing the net; (b) passing the trellis, in 
order to get to interior of cage; (c) removing glass shade which cov- 
ered transmitting portion of instrument; (d) breaking bubble. And 
yet the instant the red indicator light lit up, Mr. Pugh examined the 
instrument and everything was intact—in fact, the bubble was intact 
an hour later. 

I have no explanation to offer as to how the psychic power found 
its way into the bubble, and became powerful enough to depress the 
fibre contact-maker. Normally, it takes a two-ounce pressure to do 
this. Certainly, no solid body could have penetrated the instrument 
and worked the indicator. Each of the ten sitters witnessed the func- 
tioning of the instrument. 


SITTING No. 10. JUNE 7th, 1923. 


* Pugh ” table used for this sitting. Red light not used on account 
of part of ruby well-glass missing, and unable to fix. Rays from 
Shadow Apparatus illuminated the séance table part of the time. Con- 
trol: all hands on table, touching; feet touching; wooden trellis gate 
and fine gauze, tacked upon table and reaching to ground, in front of 
medium and adjoining sitters. Several new pieces of apparatus were 
tried for the first time at this sitting. These included the Pressure 
Flap, the Shadow Apparatus, the Air Pressure Indicator (for descrip- 
tion of these, see below). A new test, by Col. Hardwick, was tried 
also. It consists of a locked box, containing a bell indicator, the key 
of which is inside the box and can be depressed only by interior pres 








sure; a hole is left for the psychic “ force ” to enter. The Telekineto 
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scope was used also, though no results were obtained by its means. 
The usual musical toys, tin of modeller’s clay, writing-pad, etc., were 
placed in cage under table. 

Soon after sitting started, raps commenced. Medium became en- 
tranced at 11:11. More raps on table and on Mrs. Garrett’s chair 
(11:35). Various sounds under table and mouth-organ blown. At 
11: 36, raps. At 11:37, mouth-organ blown. At 11:45, hand-bell 
rang inside cage, and was thrown down. At the same time, the trum- 
pet was thrown down. The Shadow Apparatus was at once switched 
on, and the objects, which had been focussed upon the screen, were 
found to have been moved right out of the pencil of light. Soon after, 
(11:55), when the red light (the Wratten ruby filter was installed in 
the Shadow Apparatus), was again on, a shadow of a short structure, 
like a lead-pencil, was seen upon the screen, by several persons. It 
flashed on very quickly. Mr. Dingwall was in an excellent position to 
witness this effect, and he stated to those present that he had witnessed 
the building-up of the structure, which appeared to have a bulbous 
appendage. Movements on the screen afterwards were eventually 
traced to corresponding movements of the gauze, which threw a shadow 
when rucked up. At 12:00, the rubber dog squeaked. This dog was 
squeezed several times during the sitting. At 12:1, blue flash; at 
12:16, another blue flash. At this juncture, it was intimated that 
“Palma,” the medium’s “ control,” would “ speak.” The following 
words were rapped out: PALMA . SPEAK . ERIC 

ME . DIUM. It also started spelling Mr. Dingwall’s name. 
It was asked whether Mr. Dingwall was meant, and three affirmative 
raps were given in reply. At 12:50, Col. Hardwick’s box (which had 
been placed over the trap-door in centre table,) was moved somewhat, 
and the bell indicator inside box rang slightly. This could not have 
been done by normal means. . . . After the sitting, the various ob- 
jects (hand-bell, trumpet, dog, etc.), had been removed from their 
respective positions. The smoked tin plate of Pressure Flap was 
covered with marks; some fine lines, some coarse ones, and peculiar 
striated circular marks as if the structures touching it had been 
fibrous. Unfortunately, the switch of the Pressure Flap apparatus 
had accidentally fallen to the “ off ” position and the bell “ indicator ” 
was put out of action. The tin of modeller’s clay was examined, and 
in the clay was found a rut about two inches long which had been made 
by the psychic structures. Negative results with the Telekinetoscope, 
Air Pressure Apparatus, and writing-pad. Dr. M. Rust took the 
medium’s temperature and pulse. Though a good sitting, it was found 
that the accommodation was insufficient for the large number (thirteen, 
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with medium), of sitters present, and movements were cramped. It 
was thought also that too many devices were being experimented with 
at the same time. Mr. H. W. Pugh took the notes from which this 
Report has been made and collected the other data. The use of the 
Shadow Apparatus proved highly satisfactory: Mr. Dingwall plainly 
saw the “ pseudopods ” crawling from the medium (trellis and gauze 
intervening), to the beam of light, and back again. Stella was very 
tired after this sitting. Mercury dropped .75 of a degree below that 
recorded at commencement of sitting. 


AppEp JuNE 9rTu, 1923. 


Since above was typed, Mr. Eric J. Dingwall, Research Officer, 
Society for Psychical Research, has issued a separate Report, dated 
June 8th, 1923, describing the “ pseudopods ” he saw under Stella’s 
chair and séance table. The Report is as follows: “ Note. When the 
red light was switched on under the table, I lay down on the floor and 
looked through the passage towards the luminous screen. From near 
the medium’s foot which was invisible, I saw an egg-shaped body be- 
ginning to crawl towards the centre of the floor under the table. It 
was white, and where the light was reflected it appeared opal. To the 
end nearest the medium was attached a thin white neck like a piece of 
macaroni. It advancd towards the centre and then rapidly withdrew 
to the shadow.”—(Signed) E. J. Dinewatr. 8/6/23. 





REMARKS 

It is proverbial that lookers-on see most of the game, and this 
adage is particularly exemplified in the case of Mr. Dingwall. He 
arrived at the sitting at the last moment, and all the seats at the table 
being taken, he occupied an armchair in the corner of the room. But 
not for long. As soon as the Shadow Apparatus was set going, he lay 
upon the floor and looked between the sitter’s legs. He was well re- 
warded for his somewhat unorthodox and lowly position, and saw the 
best materialisation of the whole series of sittings, thanks to the 
Shadow Apparatus. 

This apparatus was designed for the purpose of seeing, if pos- 
sible, shadows of the psychic structures or telekinetic forces respon- 
sible for the movement of objects placed in the cage under the 
séance table. 

The apparatus consists of three portions, viz.: the projector, the 
light filter, and the special screen upon which the shadows are thrown. 
The projector comprises a 414 volt electric lamp, controlled by & 
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table switch, placed behind the positive and negative combination of a 
Zeiss telephoto lens. By this optical arrangement a suitable disc of 
light can be thrown on the screen several feet away from the source of 
illumination, under the séance table, and clear of the sitters’ feet. 

Immediately in front of the telephoto lens is an adjustable stand 
holding the light filter or filters. These filters are the Wratten “ M” 
series used in photo-micrography. ‘They are composed of stained 
gelatine of various colours, mounted in 2” optical flats, with a suit- 
able holder. 

The 18"x 14" screen upon which the shadows are thrown is 
specially prepared for accurate focussing in photo-micrography. It 
is of wood, with an aluminum-finished matt surface, surrounded by a 
black border which accentuates the luminosity of the screen when in 
use. The special surface of this screen has the property of reflecting 
practically all the light projected upon it. Consequently, the maxi- 
mum amount of contrast is secured with a minimum of illuminant. 

In use, a pencil of light, with coloured filter interposed, is thrown 
under the séance table, taking in its focus any objects (e. g., hand- 
bell, trumpet, etc.), that may have been placed there. The objects are 
thus shown sharply silhouetted upon the prepared screen. It was 
thought that, should movements of the objects take place, the shadows 
of the psychic structures would likewise be projected upon the screen, 
simultaneously with the objects moved. This theory has been found 
to be correct, and it is possible to substitute a piece of bromide paper 
for the screen; suddenly change the red light for a white one (by re- 
moving the coloured filter), and take a permanent skiagraph of the 
psychic structures. 

It having been found that the operating “ force ” working through 
the mediumship of Stella C. frequently manifested by blowing a mouth- 
organ, trumpet, etc., the following piece of apparatus was devised in 
order to indicate the finer air pressures caused by the entity or psychic 
force: 

The apparatus is self-contained and is put under the séance table, 
in cage, or in cabinet. It consists of an oblong wooden box, 
10" x 4" x 2”, with an ebonite mouth-piece, 54” diameter, projecting 
one inch at one end. The end of the mouth-piece inside the box is in 
close proximity to eleven small tongues of platinum foil suspended 
from a steel needle, and swinging freely upon it. At a distance (which 
can be regulated), from the platinum tongues is a metal bar. Both 
steel needle and metal bar are in an electric bell circuit, the bell being 
secured outside, on top of box. The battery is inside the box. 

In the working of the apparatus, any air pressure applied to the 
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external end of mouth-piece impinges upon the platinum tongues which 
swing outwards and upwards on their supporting needle, striking the 
bar, and thus completing circuit and ringing bell indicator. Should 
the force applied be a light one, upon its cessation, the tongues drop 
back of their own weight. Should the force be a more powerful one, 
the metal bar becomes magnetised, and tongues adhere (and bell con- 
tinues to ring), until the battery is disconnected by means of a switch 
placed outside the box. The apparatus is capable of such fine adjust- 
ment that the ordinary speaking voice, at a distance of three inches 
from mouth-piece, has the effect of closing the circuit and starting the 
bell indicator. By increasing the distance between the platinum 
tongues and metal bar, a greater air pressure is required to make 
contact and start indicator. 

Our first use of the Pressure Flap was entirely successful, and, 
should any of my readers be inclined to construct a similar instrument, 
I herewith give full particulars. 

This piece of apparatus I designed in order that some idea of the 
force of psychic pressures obtained at sittings should be demonstrated 
and recorded. 

The “flap ” is really an electric contact-maker composed of two 
pieces of thin cedar-wood (8”" x 5”), hinged at one end and opening 
like a book. The normal position of the pieces is closed, but separated 
by a light spring which keeps the pieces half-inch apart. On the 
lower portion of the “ flap ” is a copper strip fastened across its entire 
width. On the underside of the upper portion are three studs, which, 
when pressed against the copper strip, complete an electrical circuit 
and ring a bell on a wall-box situated in the séance room. 

The upper surface of the upper portion of “flap” is graduated 
into half-inch divisions, and it has been found by experiment that the 
various positions on the board require the following weights to depress 
the spring, and thus to make contact: 


On the 1__ inch mark, a weight of 1034 ounces. 
On the 114 inch mark, a weight of 8 ounces. 
On the 2. inch mark, a weight of 614 ounces. 
On the 214 inch mark, a weight of 514 ounces. 
On the 3__ inch mark, a weight of 414 ounces. 

4 ounces. 
weight of 314 ounces. 
weight of 314 ounces. 
weight of 3 ounces. 
weight of 234 ounces. 


On the 4 inch mark, 
On the 414 inch mark, 
On the 5 inch mark, 


a 
a 
a 
On the 314 inch mark, a weight of 
a 
a 
a 
On the 51% inch mark, a 
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On the 6 inch mark, a weight of 214 ounces. 
On the 61% inch mark, a weight of 23% ounces. 
On the 7 inch mark, a weight of 214 ounces. 
On the 71% inch mark, a weight of 2 ounces. 
On the 8 inch mark, a weight of 134 ounces. 


To lessen the force required to make contact, and to render the 
apparatus more sensitive, a movable weight can be placed upon any 
portion of the upper board. For example, a two-ounce weight placed 
upon division four (the centre of board), reduces the force necessary 
to make contact by pressure upon division eight, to three-quarters of 
an ounce (instead of one and three-quarters ounces without the 
weight). 

In practice, the upper surface of upper portion of “flap” is 
painted over (below the graduations), with liquid white or some simi- 
lar substance. When the psychic “ force,” “ pseudopod,” or other 
psychic structure depresses the board, the mark left on its white sur- 
face is read off on the graduated scale. The force or pressure applied 
at that particular spot can at once be determined. 

By means of this apparatus, it may be possible to get intelligent 
rings on the bell (taking the place of raps), and the entity at work 
may be able to convey some information. Also, the apparatus could 
be used in a way similar to that of a telegraph transmitting key, em- 
ployed in sending the Morse code. Without the use of a bell or bat- 
tery (which can be switched off), the “ flap ” arrangement might be 
used by the transmitting entity or psychic “ force ” in “ rapping ” out 
messages. 

An addition to above apparatus consists of a piece of burnished 
tin plate, 8” x 414", fastened, by means of a turn-button, to the upper 
surface of upper board. The piece of tin plate has the effect of in- 
creasing the weight at any given point in the area of board to the 
extent of about two ounces, which must of course be allowed for when 
computing pressures according to above scale. The object of this 
detachable plate, when blackened by means of the smoke from a turpen- 
tine lamp, is to register the marks (especially the finer ones), made by 
the psychic structures. Also, any marks or impressions made upon 
the plate are very easily photographed owing to the bright tin show- 
ing clearly through the soot. A brass holder for smoking the plate 
completes the apparatus. 

It has been found by experience that the very finest lines are repro- 
duced on the smoked burnished tin plate, and it is an easy matter to 
make photographic records of them, in brilliant contrast. 
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SITTING No. 11. JUNE 21st, 1923. 


Medium unwell and under the doctor. She appeared not so bright 
as usual, and had lost a good deal of her colour, which is naturally 
bright. Her pulse was much more normal than usual, and was particu- 
larly steady, which is very unusual. Her temperature was sub-normal 
at start, normal at finish. Temperature of room dropped one degree 
below that recorded at commencement of sitting. “ Pugh ” table used, 
with fine gauze and wooden trellis gate in front of medium and ad join- 
ing sitters. Apparatus in use: Telekinetoscope; Flap Apparatus; 
Shadow Apparatus; modeller’s clay, and the usual musical toys and 
writing-pad, etc., were placed under the table on the floor and shelf. 
As soon as medium became entranced at 11:25, the name C R A W- 
F O R D was rapped out. Then many other raps were given in 
various parts of the table—two series of raps in two places were given 
simultaneously. At 11:26, mouth-organ blown; the red light was 
then turned out, and Shadow Apparatus, using the ruby screen, 
switched on. At 11: 26, blue flash over medium; at 11: 55, blue flash; 
at 11:57, trumpet blown; at 12: 2, blue flash over medium’s head; at 
12:3, trap-door opened; at 12:4, mouth-organ blown; at 12:5, 
trumpet blown; at 12: 10, trap-door in table attempted to close itself, 
but was prevented by Col. Hardwick, who had his hand on the flap and 
resisted the attempt; at 12:15, mouth-organ (trumpet?) blown; at 
12: 16, trap-door closed itself; at 12: 20, trap-door opened, and slight 
movements of the flap were felt by Col. Hardwick, who held it in his 
hand; at 12:30, mouth-organ blown; at 12:35, blue flash in hole in 
table; (the flash had the effect of having been pushed up through 
trap-door, which happened to be open); at 12:39, trap-door tried 
to close. 

At intervals during the above phenomena, the Shadow Appa- 
paratus, using the ruby screen, was switched on, and the trumpet was 
found to have been moved nearer the bell. It was admitted by the 
sitters present that though phenomena were witnessed in great variety, 
the power was weaker than usual. The fact that the medium had just 
left a sick bed in order to attend the séance would probably account 
for this. Two of the sitters stated that they detected the odour of 
paraffin during the séance. Negative results with the Telekinetoscope 
and writing-pad, clay, etc. The sooted plate of flap contact appa- 
ratus was found to have been marked, but one of the sitters stated that 
she noticed the marks there before the sitting commenced. This was 
disputed by some. These notes made from data recorded by Mr. 
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REMARKS 


The eleventh sitting with Stella was the only occasion when the 
medium was really unwell. She had been in bed for several days, and 
decided only at the last minute that she would sit for us. 

The sitting was fairly satisfactory under the circumstances, but it 
was felt that something was wanting to make the séance a complete 
success. What did not alleviate the general depression was the knowl- 
edge that my contract with Stella was over and that this sitting would 
be the last probably (as it turned out) for several months. 

Not by any stretch of the imagination can it be said that Stella 
is fond of sitting, or that she is particularly interested in psychical 
research. I had the greatest difficulty in persuading her to again sit 
with us after our second sitting. She simply was not interested. How- 
ever, she continued with the experiments and fulfilled her promise. 

After our eleventh sitting in June, I was abroad a good deal and 
lost touch with Stella. It was then that Dr. Woolley, a member of 
the Council of the S. P. R., approached me with a view to con- 
tinuing our experiments at the rooms of the Society. We agreed to 
collaborate. 

After my return from Warsaw I set about persuading Stella to 
give us some more sittings. She at last reluctantly agreed. During 
my absence abroad, she had secured a secretarial post with a firm of 
manufacturers, which did not help matters. 

At last our arrangements were finally completed, and we had the 
first of the S. P. R. sittings on Sept. 27th. Mrs. Pratt, Miss Tom 
Gallon, Col. Hardwick, and myself of the old circle formed the nucleus 
of the new, which included Dr. Woolley, Mr. Dingwall and Capt. 
Bennett. 


SITTING No. 12. SEPT. 27th, 1923. 


This, the twelfth sitting, commences a new series. Musical-box 
used. Powerful red light employed, much brighter than that used at 
previous sittings, and closer to the séance table. All sitters plainly 
visible. No incense used. The pulse and temperature of the medium 
were not taken. “ Pugh” table (see previous reports), used. Sev- 
eral musical toys (including mouth-organ, trumpet, squeaking dog, 
rattle-bells, and auto-harp), were placed on upper and lower stages 
of “Pugh” table. Trellis gates were placed in front of medium and 
adjoining sitters; also upon opposite side of table. Shadow Appa- 
ratus (see special description), was placed in position, showing clearly 
the shadow of trumpet on luminous screen. 
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Soon after medium became entranced the raps commenced. 
* Palma,” Stella’s control, signified that she was present. Many raps 
and creakings in various parts of the table. It was decided to try 
the alphabet, which was recited by Mr. Price. After various repe- 
titions, the following message was spelled out: STELLA KNOWS 
MUNN SHE WILL LEAVE. It was asked whether the word 
“Munn” was intended for the name of the proprietors (Munn & 
Co.), of the “ Scientific American.” ‘“ YES,” was spelled out. It was 
mentioned that the “ Scientific American ” had made an offer to Stella 
to visit the States. Stella had never heard the name of “ Munn.” 
“ Palma ” was asked to manifest upon the musical toys. She promised 
she would before the séance closed. “ Palma” was asked to imitate 
various kinds of raps given by Mr. Price and other sitters. The raps 
were well imitated. Mr. Dingwall made a “sawing” noise, which 
“Palma ” imitated more or less correctly. Mr. Price then asked 
* Palma ” if she could give the name of the thief who had the previous 
day stolen his gold coins. The answer was rapped out: DINGWALL 
KNOWS HIDE I DON’T. This answer was not taken seriously. A 
long series of raps was afterwards given. Just before the séance 
closed, a decided squeak was given on the rubber dog. After the white 
light was switched on, the objects under table were examined, but it 
was thought that nothing had been moved. Stella was very sleepy 
after sitting, and stated that she had been “ uncomfortable,” which 
may have accounted for the brief period that she was under control or 
in the trance state. 


REMARKS 

Considering that three months had elapsed since the previous 
séance, this twelfth sitting was fairly satisfactory. It must be borne 
in mind that the surroundings were strange to Stella, and that the 
circle had not yet got together properly. But it was a start. 


SITTING No. 13. OCTOBER 14th, 1923. 


For this sitting, the brilliant red lamp had been shaded with a 
piece of red tissue paper, thus removing the glare of the filament. All 
sitters plainly visible and hands linked up. “ Pugh” table used, and 
Shadowgraph Apparatus in position. Musical-box used, but not in- 
cense. Dr. V. J. Woolley took the medium’s pulse-rate. Stella went 
into trance during the first few minutes, and eventually reclined upon 
Mrs. Pratt’s shoulder. Raps and creaks in the table were of frequent 
occurrence after the medium became entranced. The inner structure 
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of the “ Pugh ” table appeared to move at times, and some of the sit- 
ters stated that they could feel pulsations in the table-top. Without 
warning, the shelf or upper platform of the inner table suddenly gave 
way with a rending sound. Upon this platform and the floor beneath 
had been placed the usual musical toys, etc., and these were disturbed 
by the breaking away of the inner shelf. Two notes upon a wind in- 
strument were given. It was at first thought that the notes came from 
the trumpet, but experiments afterwards suggested that the notes 
came from the “G” tube of the pitch-pipes which had been placed 
beneath the table. Two bright blue-white flashes were witnessed dur- 
ing this séance. They resembled sparks produced by the discharge 
across the points of a Ruhmkorff coil. The flashes appeared to be 
over the centre of the table. The sparks were produced in total dark- 
ness, and at the request of one of the sitters. The Shadowgraph Ap- 
paratus (using a deep red filter), was flashed on under the table at 
intervals, but only on one occasion was the shadow of the trumpet 
moved from its noted position on the luminous screen. This was after 
the fracture of the shelf of the inner table. Various raps were given 
on the table by the sitters, with a request to Stella’s “ control,” 
“Palma,” that she should imitate them. This was done correctly. 
Towards the end of the sitting “ Palma” was asked to manifest by 
raps. By means of the alphabet, recited by Dr. Woolley, the follow- 
ing message was rapped out: HAVE GIRL SITTER NEXT WEEK 
—NOT DINGWALL GIRL. It was asked by a sitter if Mr. Dingwall 
should come next week, as “ Palma ” was somewhat ambiguous. The 
answer was rapped out: YES DINGWALL GOOD. Mr. Dingwall 
mentioned to the company that he had been considering that morning 
the inclusion of another lady sitter in the circle. “ Palma” evidently 
objected. At nearly the end of the sitting, the rubber dog was re- 
moved from the floor under the table, where it had been placed, and 
was somewhat violently flung across the séance room, striking Dr. 
Woolley and Mr. Dingwall in its path. Several of the sitters com- 


. plained of cold during the séance. The medium’s hands became ex- 


tremely cold during the sitting (in the trance state), and when Stella 
awoke, she complained of being very cold and sleepy. Hot milk was 
given her, but she was much longer than usual in recovering her normal 
condition. Unfortunately, by an oversight, her pulse rate and tem- 
perature at end of sitting were not taken. Thermometer fell .5 degree 
below that recorded at commencement of sitting. 


REMARKS 
The number thirteen proved “unlucky” as far as we were con- 
cerned, for after this séance Stella informed me by letter that she had 
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decided not to continue the sittings. Her employment fully occupied 
her time, and she said the sittings made her feel tired, which is more 
than probable. 

Though I do not, like Stella, possess the power of prevision, I feel 
certain that some day she will come back to us. She will receive a 
warm welcome. There is a vast amount of work still to be done, and 
many experiments left unfinished. I am positive that with a sympa- 
thetic environment, and with suitable sitters, Stella could produce the 
whole gamut of psychic phenomena. 

If my readers look for “ conclusions ” or “ explanations ” of the 
wonders we witnessed, they will be disappointed. If Professor Richet, 
after thirty years of incessant application to the subject is unable to 
find satisfactory answers to the series of riddles evolved by psychical 
research, I have no inclination to theorize concerning the phenomena 
we saw. The spirit hypothesis is as good as any, and may prove the 
correct explanation when the laws governing phenomena are known. 

At least these Stella experiments have absolutely proved, beyond 
cavil or contradiction, that the temperature of the séance room falls 
during the psychic exudations of some mediums; also, that the power 
or “ force,” in an attenuated state, is able to permeate a soap film and 
exert its strength to a pressure of at least two ounces. These two 


facts we have proved by instrumental means. Many other interesting 
things can be deduced from the reports themselves, which I commend 
to the earnest consideration of the reader. 


POSSIBLE REASONS FOR ERRONEOUS 
CONCLUSIONS 


BY TITUS BULL, M.D. 


While reading over the different reports of the investigations of 
physical mediumship of one Jean Guzik by European observers con- 
tained in the Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research, 
I was struck by the whole question of fraud and conscious trickery 
implied. There seemed to be creeping into the situation much bitter- 
ness, involving recriminations which are not wholesome, nor are they 
in the spirit of true scientific inquiry. 

The efforts of anyone need not be attacked directly, to produce the 
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effect of something akin to dishonesty implied. The exponents of 
both sides ought to feel that each is striving to get at the truth. They 
ought also to realize, when under different conditions, the same phe- 
nomena is forthcoming, there is a law underlying this difference. If a 1 
medium cheerfully submits to all tests and conditions demanded, and ; 
such conditions imposed and observations made are by men of un- 

questioned veracity and integrity, who finally attest to their genuine- 

ness, they ought to be accepted as sign posts. 
































On the other hand, if another group observe the same phenomena, 
NOT under test conditions, who witness similar manifestations, though 
produced questionably, their reports should be given the same consider- 
ation, to be utilized and accepted as another sign post. To a degree 
this has been done, I feel, but the spirit in which it has been done is to 
be regretted. There is to be found that “ difference ” in the conditions 
governing the manifestations of the phenomena. What does it mean? 
This “ difference ” must be sought for and explained, and the answer 
found in the accumulation of additional facts. All manifestations of 
this kind are not to be called fraudulent, for at times the strictest con- 
ditions of restraint are permitted by some mediums. 

If one reviews the history of this type of mediumship, there always 
has been raised this question of trickery and fraud. That there ARE 
those who deliberately stoop to conscious trickery and fraud in their 
manifestations, there can be no doubt. But it is also true that there 
are those who, in all earnestness, seek to demonstrate the genuineness 
of their manifestations. They are quite as much dismayed by the 
results obtained under the different conditions, as are the investigators 
themselves. If the truth of the matter is to be found in the “ con- 
ditions ” and not in the phenomena, only time and further investiga- 
tions will reveal that truth, as well as show a deeper significance, and 
more subtle problem to solve in the whole unfoldment. 

Prof. James Hyslop, in relating his experience with the medium, 
Miss Burton, reports that she complained of some one touching her on 
the forehead. It was observed that she did the touching herself, with 
her own hand. The arm was tested and found to be anesthetic from 
the shoulder down, including the hand and fingers. This seems to me 
to be a most significant fact. It is a real and valuable sign post. 

The application and development of this fact would mean, that the 
medium was unaware that her own hand and arm had been used to fool 
herself, or the explanation must be sought in some unusual adjusment, 

which was momentarily made within the organism itself. It is surely 
true, that the muscular sense was dissociate from the objective sense, 
or at least a part of it. In her objective field of consciousness, she had 
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lost the awareness of the movement of hand and arm. She had lost the 
sense of hand and arm being the agency whereby she was made con- 
scious of the sense of touch on the forehead. That is to say, she was 
in association with the area of the sense of feeling of the forehead, but 
not in association with the area governing the movement of the hand 
and arm. Neither was she in association with the sense governing the 
area of the touch of the fingers, for if that were not true, she would 
have complained of some one touching her fingers. This, in reality, 
would have been her own forehead. 

In experimenting further, and being on the alert to find out, if 
possible, what relationship one type of phenomena might bear to an- 
other, Dr. Hyslop attempted and later accomplished automatic writ- 
ing with this medium. The outcome of the automatic writing was, that 
the sign and symbol of the Imperator group were given as well as the 
symbol of Prof. James. These were facts that the medium, in her 
normal state, did not know. It seemed to have been acquired in a 
supernormal way. Here the automatic machinery of the body, the 
muscular system, was obeying the dictates of the subconscious. The 
subconscious stimulus was asking the muscular part to do something 
for an unusual purpose, but along normal habitual lines of action. It 
is not unusual for the fingers to make words, letters, or symbols. 

Are we justified in assuming that Prof. Hyslop was dealing, in this 
case, with some one normally honest and subconsciously dishonest? In 
other words, are we to assume the possibility of a person being honest 
when in their objective control, and dishonest when dictated to by their 
subconsciousness? It would seem at first glance that this is the ex- 
planation. It must be said, though, that the medium was quite willing 
to submit to all tests and conditions necessary for the proper solution 
of the mystery. These unusual occurrences were mysterious to the 
medium and her friends and both were anxious to have the mystery 
solved. It would seem now as though we must look for the solution 
somewhere other than in the field of conscious trickery and fraud. If 
this is so, are we then to assume that the solution is to be sought in 
subconscious fabrication? Perhaps so. But there is another hypothe- 
sis which seems to fit the facts, revealing a much larger purpose in the 
whole unfoldment. 

With Eusapia Palladino and her manifestations, this question of 
fraud and trickery was always in the foreground. There were, how- 
ever, numerous attestations to the genuineness of her manifestations. 
It seems with all manifestations of this kind, there has been raised this 
question of fraud with each individual. It has caused great confusion 
in the minds of all investigators. The aforesaid medium, in many in- 
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stances, however, warned the observers that fraud would be the out- 
come, if they did not properly restrain her. She claimed she could not 
help it. If those who were conducting the investigations did not pay 
attention to her warning it would not be her fault. This surely does 
not look like conscious trickery. It does, however, at the first analysis, 
look like subconscious craftiness. On the other hand, it is not usual, 
in the course of human events, for one to admit fraudulent results, if 
the individual is trying to convince people of his underlying honesty 
of purpose. This fact ought to stand out as important and be another 
sign post. 

When we approach to analyze automatic writing, we find the end 
result is for another purpose. In other words, we expect the organism 
and its automatic machinery, the muscular system, to act along normal 
lines of habit. We expect the hand and arm to be utilized for writing, 
the context of which we are to analyze and study. The meat in the 
cocoa-nut is the meaning of the writing, not the writing itself. We do 
not put any restraint upon the muscular effort, for the good reason 
we do not wish it. We are not to analyze the muscular activity, we 
are to analyze the meaning of the writing, primarily to find out from 
whence comes the subconscious stimulus. We feel quite sure that often 
the stimulus is not from the objective mind. The medium is entranced, 
the normal state of consciousness is eliminated, and is devoid of 
memory of the occurrences, so we feel sure the stimulating factors are 
from within the subconscious. We therefore place no restraint upon 
the muscular activities. ‘The nature of the conditions governing the 
examination does not demand this restraint. It is not so, however, 
with the conditions governing the examination of physical mediumship 
such as Jean Guzik. This is another important point. 

When we examine carefully all the conditions and factors involved, 
with differences apparent in certain types of activities, coupled with 
results to be obtained, and find the constant repetition of certain dis- 
tressing earmarks, we are forced to ask ourselves some very pertinent 
questions. The answer to some may be found in the following. May 
not the restraint which we find necessary to place upon the expression 
of physical mediumship, be the required inhibition important in pro- 
ducing genuine physical phenomena, in order that the subconscious 
may more perfectly overcome normal habits of the personality? May 
it not be the means by which a certain type of energy is released for 
the establishment of other habits? May it not be the means, through 
the restraint of the conditions set up by the investigators, which will 
permit a fuller control by the subconscious? May this not accomplish 
more easily the submerging of older and more normal habits of the 
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mind, with its control over the body? These habits, which have been 
developed from birth, are not so easily overcome, even by the dictates 
of the subconscious. The organism is developed to obey the dictates 
of the normal objective mind, not to obey easily, the emotions and 
impulses arising from within the subconscious. 

When an idea arises within the subconscious, for the purpose of 
moving a chair, the thought—moving a chair,—must take precedence 
over the manner by which the moving is to be accomplished. That is 
to say, the primary idea,—move a chair,—must precede the manner 
of doing it. The secondary thought, manner of doing, must have equal 
force with the primary idea, move a chair, if it hopes to dissociate old 
and well-established habits, for a definite purpose. This definite pur- 
pose is to produce genuine “ telekinetic”’ phenomena. Now, if the 
impulse is given to the organism by the idea, “ move a chair,” would it 
not be likely to start its first effort along old and well-established lines 
of control? Would not the later idea, manner of doing, be secondary 
in force and often, unable to completely control the manner of doing? 
If this were the case would there not be a conflict within the person- 
ality itself, witnessed by struggles and groans and often violent at- 
tempts to use hands, feet, or perhaps any part of the body which it 
could use, in its attempt to obey the impulse along its well-established 
lines of habitual control? In other words, any thought presented to 
the mind, for the purpose of producing physical activity, would first 
release its energy toward accomplishment along well-established 
habitual lines. 

In automatic writing we have the same process started by the 
stimulus of an idea, the end—results—of which is to produce physical 
effects. The primary idea, however, is not for physical movement at 
all. It is concerned chiefly with the context itself, while the manner 
of doing the writing, the muscular movement, is secondary to the con- 
text. The reason for this is quite apparent. Old fixed habits of con- 
trol are well established and the end, result, manner of doing, is assured 
for this very reason. That is to say, the physical medium is expected 
not to do, just what the automatic writer is expected to do. To the 
uninitiated and casual observers this whole process finally looks like 
conscious fraud, bizarre and most revolting, to be thrust aside as 
worthless and unworthy. The manifestations of the automatic writer 
are for one purpose, while the phenomena of the physical medium are 
for another. They are similar, however, in that they are both governed 
by the subconscious. 

To recapitulate; it would seem to me that the restraint necessary 
to be placed upon some physical mediums, is just that inhibition needed 
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in assisting the subconscious in its efforts to overcome the older habits 
of mind and body. It seems to be the means, or at least part of the 
means utilized, whereby certain types of energy can be used in the pro- 
duction of genuine physical phenomena. In effect, it submerges the 
connections within the tendencies of normal control, so to speak, in 
order that new channels of co-operation may be established with the 
subconscious more firmly and of longer and stronger duration. When 
Eusapia Palladino says “ Tie me up or I will trick you,” one is forced, 
in all fairness, to more deeply consider the implications involved in 
such a statement. Particularly is this necessary, when the same 
complications arise, through the question of fraud being precipitated, 
at some time or other, with all attempts to produce genuine physical 
phenomena. 

The whole historical development of this branch of the subject 
seems like an effort on the part of nature to show the connections be- 
tween mind and matter. The responsiveness which nature has, inher- 
ently within her scheme of evolution, may be to demonstrate, that 
matter is but a by-product of mind. It may be an effort to show more 
clearly, that through matter, nature produces her forms. Also, that 
within certain limits, mind entities have the privilege of interacting on 
matter, one with each other, to demonstrate this fundamental truth. 

In the beginning of this subject, we are startled when we witness 
the imposing fact of “ telekinesis.” Here the well-established law of 
gravitation seems to be challenged. This challenging, however, was 
under most unusual conditions. The dominant vision and thought 
from this imposing fact then uppermost, was, that it could not pos- 
sibly be. We are being fooled, the only hypothesis is trickery, there- 
fore fraud is the explanation. Finally Crawford, through patient and 
careful work, eventually established the fact of ectoplasmic rods. 
They were photographed and seen in action. This fact, however, did 
not sustain the upsetting of the old law of gravitation; but the fact 
of ectoplasmic rods did give us something new to think about in the 
behavior of matter. This was another important step in this process 
of unfoldment. 

Other observers taking the hint from Crawford’s work, started new 
investigations. These new investigations were along similar but modi- 
fied lines. In France, a careful and painstaking group of people set 
to work, along with other investigators in other countries, until finally 
we were told of ectoplasm assuming proportions far beyond Craw- 
ford’s results. It was Dr. Geley who probably gave us the most com- 
prehensive account of the behavior of ectoplasm, in his reports of 

carefully conducted séances, over a long period. There are others, 
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entitled to equal consideration, who have done much work along similar 
lines. They are entitled to our respect and gratitude for such coura- 
geous efforts, no matter what the final conclusions may be. The final 
outcome of these experiments demonstrated the startling fact, that 
this ectoplasm was plastic to an idea. It could be moulded much like 
a sculptor moulds his clay. It could be worked into different forms, 
The material could be handled; it had weight; it displaced space; it 
would assume proportions large and firm enough to be covered with 
wax, then grow smaller and withdraw itself from the mould without 
destroying the contour of the mould. Under the known conditions 
governing the behavior of matter, it would be impossible for matter to 
be thus manipulated. This type of matter is sensitive to light, but 
least sensitive to red light. It is an effusion from an organism, the 
type and stuff of which man’s personality is made of. What does it 
all mean? Whose idea is behind the moulding and manipulating of the 
forms? Why should it necessarily be connected with man’s personality 
alone? What part does man play in its possibilities? Faces, which 
display wonderful artistic skill and technique, can be moulded out of 
this stuff. Who is the skilled technician? What is the purpose in it 
all? These are the questions which must be answered, and it will take 
endless time together with enduring patience and much work, to answer 
them. The result of this work is another sign post. 

This whole subject and the problems involved are open for deeper 
study. ‘There must be patient forbearance and a feeling of goodwill 
toward each other, no matter how wide apart each one’s experiences 
may be. This subject ought to be considered as a separate and legiti- 
mate field of research. If we rightly interpret the meaning of the facts 
revealed, this whole subject is very closely allied to many branches of 
the major sciences, which are now accepted as worthy and useful. We 
are also impressed with this fact, that ere long, this subject will over- 
lap with other scientific subjects, in such a manner as to demand the 
strictest kind of attention. 

Over the long period of evolutionary development of this whole 
subject, in which it has engaged the attention of serious minded scien- 
tists, there would seem to be a force, pushing forward, inviting her 
prepared servants toward a better understanding of the higher pur- 
poses of life itself. The teleology of the manifestations, both mental 
and physical, bear mighty implications. Whether the casual observers 
are alive to these implications, it is difficult to know. But it does seem 
to me that one cannot work long in this field without having his mind 
and eyes opened to a much larger universe—a universe which will affect 
very deeply the personality of man. It is also very pertinent to me, 











th: 
to 
sor 


lin 
te] 





yer 
vill 


ces 


cts 
of 
We 


the 


role 
ien- 

her 
yur- 
ntal 
vers 
seem 
nind 
ffect 





ROM-ROMANO EXPERIMENTS IN NEW YORK 369 


that man must make great changes in his ethical outlook, if he wishes 


to make progress, safely, toward a higher, better and more peaceful 
social and economic life. 


ROM-ROMANO EXPERIMENTS IN NEW YORK 


BY W. FRANKLIN PRINCE, Pu.D. 


On February 27th, 1924, Mr. L. J. Weil, manager of Mr. Romano 
in his projected American tour, and Mr. Ralph Holmes, of the Detroit 
News, called at the offices of the A. S. P. R. and offered to have his 
psychic tested by me and others whom I might select. 

I had been interested in the report of Mr. Romano’s work made by 
the local *‘ Warsaw Psycho-Physical Society,” printed in the Journal 
of October, 1923, though dissatisfied with it as a scientific document, 
since the narrative of the more important experiments is laconic in the 
extreme, omitting many details which are vital to a proper estimation 
of what really took place. 

I accepted the proposition made but stated that I would prefer to 
limit the experiments to those having to do with the claims of 
telepathy and to that demonstrating the production of sponta- 
neous catalepsy, the duration of which to be determined by auto- 
suggestion. Causing effects upon others by suggestion is too well- 
known a psychological phenomenon to awaken special interest, and it 
can be granted that a man able to cataleptize himself is also able to 
produce in himself local anesthesia by the process described in the 
printed report. 

Accordingly, at 3 p. m. of February 28th, a company assembled in 
a dining room of Hotel Woodstock for the experiments. I had stated 
that I would bring a certain number of persons, and supposed it un- 
derstood that I was to furnish the entire company, with the exception 
of the psychic and his friend present at the interview. This seemed 
desirable as a means of being certain, as an elemenetary scientific 
precaution, that no persons in collusion should have an acting part 
in the experiments, nor any person so eager and emotional as to 
give open signs of what was to be done by the supposed telepathist. 
But there were present six persons besides those whom I had invited, 
the latter numbering, including myself, nine. There is no reason to 
suppose that any present were objectionable for the reasons stated, 
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nevertheless I managed it so that only persons of my party actively 
participated, with the exception of one man, who, although the only 
complete success of the sitting (aside from the feat of auto-catalepsy) 
was done when he acted as “ agent,” I believe acted in entire good faith. 

The company seated themselves around a long table. The room 
was large, had a variety of furniture and other objects in it, and was 
well adapted to the purpose. Miss Blessing, Business Secretary of the 
Society, took stenographic notes of what occurred. I will quote the 
essential parts of her report, and intersperse statements and comments 
of my own. 

Whenever the person who is “ willing ” the psychic to do a thing is 
in physical contact with him, the presumption is that a success is 
brought about by “ muscle-reading.” That an _ unsophisticated 
“ agent ” will generally practically lead the “ percipient ” to a selected 
object and cause him to perform an intended act, is as certain as any- 
thing can well be. Many are familiar with a “ willing ” game in which 
several persons make a ring of hands around and pressing upon the 
subject’s body. If the latter starts in a direction other than the party 
had agreed upon, unconsciously those who stand on that side press 
harder and those on the other side relax their pressure. When he gets 
started in the right direction, the pressure and relaxing respectively 
change places. On reaching the designated spot the pressure uncon- 
sciously becomes equal around the whole circle of the subject’s body. 
If it has been planned that he is to pick up something from the floor 
there is an unconscious downward force exercised upon the body; if 
the object is high up, the force takes an upward direction. The prin- 
ciple is the same when a single agent, instead of a number, is employed, 
but now it requires a person of some sensitiveness to be guided by the 
subtler muscular indications. And yet persons who can achieve success 
in a greater or less degree are not rare. I myself have been blind- 
folded, and have taken a circuitous course from one room,: through 
another to a third, walked to a book-case and taken down a small 
object from a shelf above my head—to give one example—and that by 
the plainest indications of unconscious muscular impulsions and re- 
laxations on the part of the lady who clasped my wrist. 

Of course, if there is such a thing as telepathy it might in the case 
of very exceptional persons mingle in with the muscle-reading, but we 
should need to have repeated performances of acts seemingly not ex- 
plainable by the latter process, like shutting the eyes, coughing, etc., 
before we could feel assurance that telepathy was actually present. 

The procedure of Mr. Romano at the beginning of each experiment 
with contact, immediately suggested muscle-reading. After a few 
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moments of concentration with the hand of the “ agent ” clasped about 
his left wrist, he would turn sharply, first to one side and then to the 
other, before he started to walk away. This had the appearance of 
finding out the direction by the moment of least resistance applied to 
his wrist. It may as well be said here that he did not, as his searches 
progressed, simply feel out with his right hand, but he every few mo- 
ments brought his left hand, with its encompassed wrist, up to the other 
hand as though it also were reaching out for the object sought, which 
would of course be the best means of setting in play the muscular re- 


actions of the person holding the wrist. We turn now to Miss Blessing’s 
report. 


“Mr. Weil announced that first we would have demonstrations in 
mental telepathy with contact and after that some without contact. 
With contact means party must take hold of the medium’s wrist and 
any operation he wants performed will be carried out. 


EXPERIMENT 1: TELEPATHY WITH CONTACT 


“Dr. Prince asked Dr. MacPhail to try the first experiment. Dr. 
MacPhail went up to medium and took hold of his wrist. Medium puts 
hands to temples and concentrates. After a few seconds he went to 
chair Dr. MacPhail had been sitting in, then gets hold of Dr. del Valle, 
who was sitting next to Dr. MacPhail, and brings him up front. He 
takes a pencil out of Dr. del Valle’s pocket, runs his fingers all over Dr. 
del Valle’s shoulders and down front of coat. Then goes to Dr. del 
Valle’s right hand outside coat pocket and takes out cigarette box, 
seemingly makes an attempt to open it but instead stops and replaces 
it in the pocket and calls Mr. Weil. 

“Mr. Weil says to the audience: ‘ Think out what he’s got to do 
and then when he does it let wrist go.’ ” 


I maintain that Mr. Weil’s direction to let the wrist go when the 
designated thing has been done, is subversive of scientific procedure. 
Going to the spot is the easiest stage of the muscle-reading process. 
As will be seen, Mr. Romano went to the man Dr. MacPhail had in 
mind. Having reached him, he would know, of course, that he was 
supposed to do something in reference to him. He proceeded to paw 
over Dr. del Valle. Suppose that Mr. Weil’s counsel were followed. 
If it had been planned that something should be taken from the doctor’s 
person, whether his eye-glasses or something in one of his pockets, it 
would be necessary only to paw long enough, for when the right thing 
was hit upon, even if only by accident, the wrist would be dropped and 
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a success announced. If there is really thought-reading, the psychic 
should himself have impressions which lead him to the intended object 
or act, and which give him assurance that he has reached his goal, so 
that he does not go on to something else unless told that he need not. 


* Medium again takes hold of Dr. del Valle and motions him to walk 
over to another chair. Again searches in his pockets, inside coat 
pocket. Takes out yellow booklet and sticks it back again. Goes to 
left hand side and takes out something, puts it back. He (the me- 
dium), apparently aware that the results were not satisfactory, asked 
Mr. Weil to have someone else (instead of Dr. MacPhail, who still has 
hold of the medium’s wrist) hold his wrist with the same thought that 
Dr. MacPhail had.” 


He had approached the right man, but utterly failed in finding out 
what he was to do with or to him. 


EXPERIMENT 2: TELEPATHY WITH CONTACT 


“ Dr. MacPhail then went to Dr. Talley and told him, and Dr. Tal- 
ley took hold of the medium’s wrist as instructed. The medium ther 
went to Dr. del Valle again, who had remained standing where the me- 
dium left him after contact with Dr. MacPhail was broken, and untied 
Dr. Valle’s tie and keeps feeling around tie and collar, then attempts to 
tie it again. Leaves off there and again goes to right hand pocket and 
then gives up.” 


Dr. MacPhail then stated that what he had had in mind was that 
Mr. Romano should go to Dr. del Valle and listen to his heart. 


EXPERIMENT 3: TELEPATHY WITH CONTACT 


“Dr. Prince then went and took hold of medium’s wrist. He walked 
Dr. Prince clear around table where sitters were, walking from the left 
of the room around to right and coming to table at front of room on 
right. Dr. MacPhail had left an instrument case on this table, as also 
a small bag. Romano took instrument case from table and walks Dr. 
Prince back to where sitters are. Lays the box down, picks it up, 
opens it and opens instrument up. Picks up a pencil that was lying 
on table, then picked up my (C. V. B.’s) pocketbook. Lays the pencil 
down and the pocketbook. Picks up pencil again and then goes to my 
(C. V. B.’s) story-book also lying on table and starts to draw some 
thing in it. Presses temples a lot and turns pages in story-book. 
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Makes line through ‘ That Million Dollar Boy’ in story-book. Lays 
down pencil. Took my note-book, walked a little farther around table, 
laid it down again, picked story-book up and laid it down. Then spoke 
to Mr. Weil in a foreign tongue. 

“Mr. Weil said to Dr. Prince: ‘ He did so far what you wanted him 
todo. Whatever he did to now, would it be all right? ’ 

“Dr. Prince said he thought it only fair to tell them that no 
telepathist of this type has ever been able to do anything with him.” 


I went on to say that nevertheless I had co-operated in thought 
with the experiment to my utmost ability; that in fact the most of the 
time I looked directly at the man whom I wished approached and vis- 
ualized what was to be done to him; that my thought was that the 
psychic should go to the same physician, Dr. del Valle, and touch him 
ina particular place. (Really to rub his own nose on the Doctor’s 
shoulder.) 

The test was a complete failure. Why? Not because I was unfair, 
if the process is really one of thought-reading, and if, as stated, the 
“agent’s ” effective part in it is to think of the thing aimed at, visual- 
ize it and will that it shall be done. But it happens that I have prac- 
tised holding a hand or wrist firmly with my fingers, but at the same 
time leaving the muscles of my arm limp, and the joints of arm and 
hips loose, which no one ever does while he is performing the willing act, 
unless he knows beforehand that it is a necessary precaution. 


EXPERIMENT 4: TELEPATHY WITH CONTACT 


“Mr. Weil then asked Dr. Prince to tell somebody what he wanted 
him to do and the medium would try and do it with contact with whom- 
ever Dr. Prince picked out. Dr. Prince then wrote something on a 
paper and called Mr. Slomann.” 


Mr. Aage Slomann, a man of scientific training and profession from 
Copenhagen, fair-minded but cautious, did have knowledge of the possi- 
bilities of muscle-reading, and of the means by which these may be 
averted. 

What I wrote on the paper was this: “ He is to come to me, take my 
penknife from my left vest pocket, and rub it on his nose.” 


“Mr. Slomann then went up to medium and took hold of his wrist 
(the left one). Medium puts hands to temples and presses. Walks on 
right side of table up as far as Dr. MacPhail’s chair, stands around 
table making motions, walks away again, walks to his right, picks up 
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hat on table behind sitters, lays it down, picks up glass on small table, 
walks as if to bring it over to place he started from, but instead lays it 
down again. Comes over to table, picks up pencil, throws it down, 
picks up story-book, lays it down again, picks up pocketbook, lays it 
down, picks up story-book and after fingering it for some seconds lays 
it down and walks over to where he started from. Fumbles around left 
shoulder of Mr. Slomann and then makes motion as if to open right 
side of coat a little. He failed again in test and asked that someone 
else do the same thing.” 


EXPERIMENT 5: TELEPATHY WITHOUT CONTACT 


“Dr. Prince then called on Dr. Talley to do the same thing. Dr. 
Talley was shown written note and then came up and took hold of 
medium’s wrist the same as the others. Medium talks to Mr. Weil 
again. 

“ Mr. Weil: ‘ Just think about it now what he should do. Think in 
stages. Just follow him right in back of him and just think of it.’ 

“Dr. Talley then let medium’s wrist go and stood directly behind 
him as requested. Medium stands with hands to temples for some 
seconds, Dr. Talley directly behind. Walks first alongside big table, 
then over to small table, all around it, takes Dr. MacPhail’s bag from 
table and brings it to Dr. Prince, setting it right in front of him, opens 
it up, takes out a black box from the top of the bag, walks over to 
small table as if to lay the box down, but instead comes back to Dr. 
Prince. Takes the instrument out of box, puts it back again, takes it 
out, puts it back, places box in Dr. Prince’s hand, takes it away from 
Dr. Prince and puts it back in bag and then takes bag as if to Dr. del 
Valle and then walks and lays it back on small table. Opens it up. 
Closes it. Opens it again, then takes out small black box again, brings 
it over and lays it in front of Dr. Prince on table, then takes it back 
and puts in bag again. Walks to other side of small table, then takes 
out small box again from bag, brings it over to Dr. Prince. Takes 
instrument out, lays it on table in front of Dr. Prince, takes box from 
Dr. Prince, holds it in hand, gives box back into Dr. Prince’s hands. 
Goes to Mr. Lofting, makes him get up from chair. Then has Dr. 
Prince get up. Takes Dr. Prince’s watch out of his pocket. Presses 
hands to forehead very hard. Goes in Dr. Prince’s right hand lower 
vest pocket and takes out note Dr. Prince had written and walks over 
to Dr. del Valle, putting note in Dr. del Valle’s hand, then comes back 
to Dr. Prince, goes in his right vest pocket, then makes Dr. Prince 
stand up again, takes penknife out of his vest pocket on watch chain 
and holds in hand a second or so, puts it back, takes it out again and 
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makes motion of opening it, but changes his mind and puts it back 
again and calls Mr. Weil. 

“Dr. Prince then told what he wanted him to do: He was to come to 
Dr. Prince and take knife out and rub it on his (medium’s) nose.” 


Again and again Mr. Romano came to me—but then he would go 
away again. After trying various things he got “ warm ”—began to 
busy himself with my pockets, presently concentrated on the knife, but 
vacillated and finally put it back. Of course there was finally a grad- 
ual feeling toward what was wished, first the man, then a pocket, then 
the knife, then something to be done to the knife. If there was not 
some kind of indications given unconsciously by the person accom- 
panying, then there was telepathy involved, and any indications given 
were not by way of muscle-reading, for there was no contact. 

Actually the experiment which follows this, the only almost or 
quite completely successful one, and this experiment the next nearest 
a success, were precisely the ones where there was no contact, which 
might lead to the inference that these cases exhibited pure telepathy 
while all the others were actually injured by inferences drawn from 
contact. This would, however, be a hasty inference. In the first place 
it is quite unsafe to assume that generally Mr. Romano succeeds better 
without than with contact, else there would be no reason for employing 
that suspicious feature at all. The special awareness of Mr. Slomann 
and myself of the precautions to be taken against muscle-reading and 
a whispered hint to one of the doctors concerned in the experiments 
(however great his medical skill, there is no professional requirement 
that a doctor shall be experienced in relation to such matters) prob- 
ably made our tests with contact unusually unsuccessful in the experi- 
ence of Mr. Romano, as his manager later stated that they in fact 
were. But there seems to be no reason why the two experiments with- 
out contact should not have been successful as had been customary. 
But—and this is the emphatic point—it by no means follows that, 
because there was no contact, the psychic was immune from receiving 
hints unconsciously furnished by the gentleman following close behind. 
Two experiments were insufficient to form a judgment as to what, if 
any, these were. But it is evident that the psychic, a slender, nervous 
young man, does actually undergo, at each test, a state of abstraction 
approaching to secondary personality. The hyperesthesias of certain 
developed secondary personalities, and those attainable in hypnosis 
are known. ‘“ Margaret ” of the Doris Multiple Personality case could 
hear the ticking of a watch, to the ordinary person of acute hearing 
audible for five to six feet, at the distance of thirty-one feet. I think 





376 ROM-ROMANO EXPERIMENTS IN NEW YORK 


it possible, and indeed probable, that Mr. Romano goes into a state in 
which rustling and breathing sounds, nearly or quite inaudible to the 
normal person, are distinctly audible to him. I see a number of possi- 
bilities then. The feet of the person following may tend to linger a 
trifle when the intended spot is reached. The breathing may alter 
when the psychic is hovering near the object or person in mind, most 
likely by slight suspensions distinctly perceptible to the sensitive 
organism in front. We recognize the appropriateness of the phrase 
“bated breath ” on some great occasions, and it probably applies to 
many minor occasions also. I thought I detected a tendency, too, on 
the part of the person who followed, to stand a little to one side and 
lean forward when the psychic was in the position where he could per- 
form the mentally-selected act. This might, after much experience, 
come to be interpreted correctly, being detected by hearing, for Mr. 
Romano does not depend upon his eyesight for indications. I think 
that psychologists will not regard my conjectures as unreasonable. 
Subtle tendencies in walking of which we are not conscious—pressing 
close as if to drive onward until the spot is reached and a lagging 
hesitancy perceptible only to the most sensitive organism; subtle 
alterations in breathing, especially in the way of suspended or irregu- 
lar breathing at the critical moment when the subject makes ap- 
proaches toward the object in mind; and leaning forward and to one 
side out of natural curiosity to see if the act which seems imminent is 
the right one (also betrayed by the breathing) ; all these are possi- 
bilities not to be lightly dismissed. Such indications are not infallible 
even with such a rarely sensitive subject as Mr. Romano, else he would 
not have made so many errors, and there is a limit to what they can 
suggest, else he would have ended by rubbing the knife on his nose. 

Dr. Talley remarked, after the experiment was over, that when the 
psychic went to the bag he wondered if there might not be knives in 
there. That is, the doctor thought that perhaps, according to what 
we would expect of pure telepathy, the image or idea of a knife might 
be in Mr. Romano’s mind, and somehow get attracted to the presence 
of a knife in the bag, instead of the process being that the psychic 
simply groped about guided by indications until he felt some measure 
of assurance that he had found his mark. Very well, when that 
thought struck Dr. Talley it endowed the bag with interest for him, he 
wondered if when opened it would not prove to have a knife in it, hence 
a likely suspension or alteration of his breathing, and hence in this an 
explanation why the psychic lingered over the bag so long, although it 
was quite unrelated to the test in mind. 








tra 
sliy 
Mr 
acc 
we 

the 


up 


to 

sitt 
fro 
her 
tab 
ma’ 
tra 


anc 


not 
sta 
else 
lift 
any 
he \ 
of ¢ 


sub 


the 
poi 
mat 
mat 
whe 


as | 
sale 








ROM-ROMANO EXPERIMENTS IN NEW YORK 377 
EXPERIMENT 6: TELEPATHY WITHOUT CONTACT 


At this point I suggested that if we were dealing with thought- 
transference, it would seem feasible for me to write a direction on a 
slip of paper, show it to all present, everybody concentrate on it, and 
Mr. Romano do what they had in mind without anyone touching or 
accompanying him. Mr. Weil said that this had been done, but that 


we would first have another experiment under the same conditions as 
the last. 


“ Mr. Hunt got up and wrote the following in my note-book: ‘ Pick 
up the match-stand on table center.’ 

“Mr. Hunt then went and stood behind Romano, who put his hands 
to temple. Then walked around over to where Mr. Hunt had been 
sitting, moved chair which Mr. Hunt had been sitting in, walked in 
front of table, walked in back of Mrs. Lofting and moved chair behind 
her, then came back to place in front of Mr. Hunt’s chair alongside of 
table, then fingered match-tray on table, made motion as if to strike a 
match, put it back and pushed match-tray away. Then pulled match- 
tray back, pushed it away again. Romano said something to Mr. Weil 
and Mr. Hunt said that’s all there was to it.” 


If the stenographer’s report is strictly correct the experiment did 
not quite succeed, as she does not say that he picked up the match- 
stand. I did not read what was written by Mr. Hunt until afterwards, 
else I would have been able to say if the stand was at any moment 
lifted. I remember only the acts specified in Miss Blessing’s notes. At 
any rate, these show uncertainty on the part of the psychic as to what 
he was to do with the receptacle or the matches in it. He did a number 
of things. 

If my theory is correct, and the psychic was guided to the spot by 
subtle auditory indications on the part of the person close behind him, 
there remains little more to explain. Once facing the table at that 
point, there was nothing before him except the match-stand and its 
matches. There was nothing to do but to do various things with the 
matches and their holder. These he did and it makes little difference 
whether or not lifting the match-stand was among them. 


EXPERIMENT 7: SELF-INDUCED CATALEPSY 


“Mr. Weil said that it seemed funny today. Never saw him work 
as bad as today. Romano said something to Mr. Weil and Mr. Weil 
said to sitters: ‘ He says it is not a trick he has learned. It’s some- 
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thing you know more about than I do.’ Then gave some other illus- 
trations of what Romano has done, and finally asked if we would like a 
demonstration of self-induced catalepsy. 

“ Dr. Prince then asked the Doctors present to take charge. Dr, 
MacPhail looked through instrument into Romano’s eyes and _ took 
heart action, Dr. del Valle took pulse. 

“Dr. MacPhail said heart action was good, pulse 72, in perfect 
normal condition. Dr. del Valle then had Romano sit in a chair and 
he hit knees and arms for reflexes. Then made him stand up and 
walk backward and forward. Also raise his arms, squint his eyes 
and bring fingers to nose. Dr. del Valle reported reflexes were a trifle 
exaggerated. 

* Mr. Weil said it would take three minutes to go to sleep and that 
he would be completely cataleptic five minutes.” 


Thinking that perhaps he had become accustomed to intervals of 
five and ten minutes (as the Polish report stated that he was in cata- 
lepsy ten minutes), I asked if the duration of the catalepsy might not 
be six minutes instead. 


“ Mr. Weil said: ‘ All right. Six minutes he’s going to sleep and 
three minutes before he goes to sleep.’ 

* Romano handed his watch to Dr. MacPhail at 4:26 and said at 
4:35 he would come out. He then stood in front of sitters and put 
hands to temples first. After some seconds he puts both hands to 
stomach and Mr. Weil held him up with the assistance of Drs. Mac- 
Phail and del Valle. They then laid him across the two chairs near at 
hand for the purpose, placing his neck on edge of one and ankles on 
edge of other. Dr. del Valle then stood on him across his legs. Dr. 
del Valle weighs 180 lbs. Dr. MacPhail took heart action. Dr. Talley 
lifted his left foot while Dr. del Valle opened his eyes. Dr. MacPhaii 
stuck a pin in his wrist, then in ankles. Dr. del Valle opened his vest 
and shirt and underwear and stuck him with a pin in the stomach, Dr. 
Talley at his eyes at same time. 

“ Dr. MacPhail reports that his pulse at initial stage was 120, in 
creasing to 140, 160 and 180. Maybe over that, but it was very hard 
to count. Heart action good all the way through, but rapid. Com- 
plete stage of catalepsy, insensitive to touch, pin-pricks, reflexes. 
Eye-balls were retracted. Feet and hands grew very cold. Previously 
no abnormality except slight exaggeration of reflexes. 

“ Medium came out exactly at 4:35 as he said he would. Drank 
four glasses of water.” 
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This was a perfectly valid, and rather terrific performance. I 


imagine that one or more of the ladies present had bad dreams the 
next night. 


EXPERIMENT 8: TELEPATHY WITHOUT AN ACCOMPANYING 
AGENT 


A few minutes after his large draught of water, Mr. Romano sug- 
gested that the company hide an object while he and Mr. Weil were out 
of the room. On their re-entrance, the company would concentrate 
their minds upon the object and its location, and he would endeavor, 
unaccompanied, to locate it. 

Mr. Romano and Mr. Weil left the room for three minutes. Dr. 
MacPhail’s magnifying glass was used as the object. One of the com- 
pany suggested hiding it in the lower part of the lamp on the table, 
and another wanted it put under the lamp. It seemed to me that the 
large lamp was too likely to be a chance selection, and I proposed put- 
ting it on the top of a picture, but then, fearing it might fall and be 
broken, put it in a pocket of Dr. del Valle’s overcoat hanging in a 
corner of the room. 


“In three minutes Mr. Weil and Romano entered. Mr. Weil told us 
to think of the object and where it was hidden. 

“Romano then stood at front of table. After pressing hands to 
temples Romano starts to go over to corner (right hand), but comes 
back and walks along table and goes to where Dr. MacPhail is sitting. 
Makes Dr. MacPhail get up from chair. Fingers overcoat on table 
(small one directly behind Dr. Prince) looks around pillar where pic- 
ture is, feels ledge on top of pillar just below picture, then turns 
around, looks under table, concentrates, looks under table, feels on top 
of table as if to find something hidden under table-cloth. After some 
minutes he goes to front of room and Mr. Weil announces Romano is 
beginning all over. However, it is 5 p. m. and Dr. del Valle says he 
must go and as the object hidden is in his overcoat the experiment 
is ended.” 


This—the only experiment exempt from the possibilities of uncon- 
scious guidance on the part of an accompanying person, with or with- 
out contact, was a flat failure. Mr. Romano never even approached 
the hidden object. And yet, since some fourteen persons were concen- 
trating on it, if telepathy was involved this was the experiment which 
above all the rest was most likely to succeed. 

However, it is easily conceivable that he may sometimes succeed, 
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and even under these conditions receive unintended indications from 
the company present, through his assumed auditory hyperesthesia, 
As he by chance comes near the object, impressionable persons might 
make rustling movements in their interest and curiosity, and there 
might be in the cases of a number of them, alterations in breathing. 
But the present company were mostly carefully chosen, and they sat 
almost motionless, with the expression of hard-boiled eggs. Besides, 
as he did not approach the object, the stimulus for the hypothetical 
indications did not present itself. 

My conclusion is that in this series of experiments there was no 
satisfactory evidence of true telepathy. At the same time I wish to 
make it plain that I make no imputation of conscious trickery. On the 
contrary I incline to think that Mr. Romano, a hypersensitive and 
probably hyperesthetic person, believes that he gets his results, when 
successful, by thought-transference, and is quite unaware of the part 
played by muscle-reading and the interpretation of signs unconsciously 
furnished. He has a sincere and pleasing appearance, and his feat in 
auto-catalepsy is most unusual and surprising. 


A SUPPLEMENTARY CASE OF MUSCLE-READING 


In this connection it may be of interest to read my report of a 


somewhat similar case of muscle-reading. 


May 16th, 1922. 

According to telephone request of “ Professor ” Kimura I went to 
his apartment on Thursday evening, May 11th, and found him and 
his wife and American secretary, and also a Herald reporter. After 
listening to Kimura’s initial statement I declined to remain for experi- 
ments on the ground that I had not been notified that they were to be 
reported in a newspaper. I, however, promised to see them in my 
office at a later date. According to arrangement by telephone Mr. 
and Madame Kimura came on Saturday afternoon, May 13th. It was 
soon evident what the experiments were to be, from the directions given 
by the lady, which were that I should think intently of one object and 
at the same time grasp her hand firmly. After whirling about a dozen 
times Mrs. K. came to a stop, and I grasped her hand firmly, and con- 
tinued to do so except that at intervals she asked me to hold it tighter, 
at the same time I kept steadily in mind a small picture by the entrance 
door of the office and also its exact locality, but refrained from looking 
at it. While I held her hand firmly and consequently the muscles of 
my hand and wrist were stiff, I took pains that the muscles of the arm 
should be lax, with the expectation that this would neutralize the lady’s 
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power as it was soon evident that it did. She stumbled toward my sec- 
retary and fumbled in that quarter for a while, and in the course of the 
experiment headed for about all the points of the compass, handling 
several objects, and finally took up my watch from my desk with the 
apparent expectation that I would say this was right. She said that 
she could not “ see well,” and finally gave the experiment up in a state 
of fatigue and perspiration. The “ Professor,” who is an excitable 


































i] little man, was considerably perturbed, and proposed to demonstrate 
by substituting himself for me, which, of course, would be a very un- 
0 satisfactory demonstration at best. He whispered to Miss Blessing 
0 that he would will his wife to turn on the light. It was intimated to 
le him that this would not be satisfactory, so Miss Blessing whispered to 
d him to pick up my bag, which was near the window. He shut his eyes 
n tightly, grasped her hand firmly with his left, and I could see that the 
rt muscles of his right arm and hand were tense. It is quite probable that 
ly he is sincere in his belief that a mental picture is transferred and I 
in think that he kept his whole body too tense. Mrs. K. says that he is 
not a good subject for her to work with. She succeeded in getting over 
within three feet of the intended object, but turned in another direc- 
tion and handled one of the volumes of the Century Dictionary, re- 
a jected it, turned this way and that, went back to the volume and 
deposited it upon the floor, so that it is probable that there was some 
yielding of his muscles in consequence of his knowing that the bag was 
on the floor, but again she had to give up. I then told her that the 
to process was perfectly familiar to me, and that I could if I pleased be a 
nd “good agent,” and that I also had done successful work as “ percipi- 
er ent.” I explained what the process involved was and she said you 
ri- mean “ muscle reading,” and I responded that I did. ‘“ No, no, no!” 
be both she and her husband said, “it is not muscle reading,” and the 
ny gentleman became very much excited and vociferated arguments which 
fr. were almost unintelligible because of his poor English. The lady suc- 
as ceeded in quieting him and he wished to repeat his experiment with her 
en but she was not willing. I then proposed that she repeat with me and 
nd promised that she would succeed this time. In my second experiment I 
zen acted precisely as in the first except that I allowed myself to do as the 
on- uninitiated person practically always does, yield as she approached 
er, the object, and exercise a slight muscular resistance when she turned 
nce away from it. The result was that she reached the picture and touched 
ing it in the course of about a minute. The lady still protested that it 
of was not muscle reading, but I asked her how it was that she succeeded 
rm 





the second time when the only difference on my part was that this time 
I allowed my muscles to guide her. She seemed somewhat impressed 
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and said she would study the subject anew. But her husband was as 
inveterate in his protestations that it was not muscle reading as before. 
Thus ends the Japanese marvel.—W. F. Prince. 


THE EDITOR’S PAGE 


We are printing in this issue what, in our opinion, is one of the 
most important records that has appeared in the Journal. We refer, 
of course, to the report, by Mr. Harry Price and his associates, of the 
laboratory work done with Stella C. The disbelievers in the reality of 
physical mediumship will do well to “ read, mark, learn, and inwardly 
digest ” it. 

It is open to assault on various lines. 

1. It may be said that Mr. Price has deliberately deceived. If so, 
he has inculpated a good many well-known people in England and, as 
soon as this appears in print, they will probably indignantly repudiate 
him. Lacking this, the burden of proof is on those who make the charge. 


2. Mr. Price and all those associated with him have deliberately 


deceived the editor and, through him, the members of this society and 
the American public. The burden of proof again is on those who make 
the charge. 


3. Mr. Price and his associates have been grossly and deliberately 
deceived by the medium, through thirteen sittings, often hours in dura- 
tion, and under their control. Once more the burden of proof is on 
those who make the charge. 

4. Mr. Price and his associates have been continuously the victims 
of false and mistaken observation. The medium unconsciously tricked 
them; the things did not happen that they thought happened, or did 
not happen in the way they say they happened; or nothing happened 
and they were all collectively hallucinated. The burden of proof, as 
before, is on those who make the charge. 

Unless this record can be successfully attacked, and the pages of 
the Journal are open to the attack, it must stand as solid testimony 
to the genuineness of physical mediumship whatever the ultimate 
explanation of the phenomena may be. 

The thanks of all of us are due to Mr. Price. This work has been 
done for the sake of the truth; and it has been prepared and offered to 
us without pecuniary renumeration, although it involved a great deal 
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of work, several cablegrams, and finally a special journey to London 
to make the photographs at our request. 


* * * * * 


Our readers will also appreciate the news contained in the following 
paragraph, taken from a letter recently received from Mr. Price. 

“IT am hoping to establish shortly in London a séance room and 
laboratory and continue our experiments with various mediums. I will 
immediately forward accounts of results and I shall consider that the 
experiments are being undertaken as much for your Society as for 
ourselves. I am now only waiting for a suitable room, and have several 
hundred pounds’ worth of apparatus waiting to be installed. I am 
hoping to get Stella back in the near future.” 

If Mr. Price is able to put his plan through, the work of Psychical 
Research will be greatly helped and again we are indebted for his gen- 
erous offer to cooperate and place his findings at our disposal. We are 
now in correspondence with him over an arrangement whereby we may 
be of assistance in the procuring of mediums. 





BINDINGS 


Members may have their old Proceedings and their 
Journals bound by the Society for two dollars per volume. 
The bindings will be black with a cream-colored label printed 
in black, on the back. In this case their old copies must be 


forwarded to the York Printing Co., York, Pa., where the 
work is done. 


For the present members may have bound volumes of the 
Proceedings and yearly Journals for three dollars a volume. 


In this case we supply the parts. The supply will be limited. 














BOOK REVIEWS 
EDITED BY GEORGE H. JOHNSON, C.E., Sc.D. 


Mechanism, Life and Personality. By J. S. Hatpane, F. R. S. E. P. Dutton 

& Co., New York, 1923. Pp. 142. 

In this volume of five lectures Dr. Haldane has summed up the results of 
the great biological movement of the nineteenth century, and then he shows 
the inadequacy of such science without philosophy. The conclusion is: “A 
person is no mere physical body among other bodies, no mere living organism, 
but a spiritual being which neither physical nor biological conceptions are 
capable of representing.” 

The book is not directly related to psychic research, but the subject of it 
is fundamental to all branches of psychology.—G. H. J 


My Letters from Heaven. By WINIFRED GRAHAM. Being Messages from the 
Unseen World Given in Automatic Writing to Winifred Graham by her 
Father, Robert George Graham. 140 pages. Hutchinson & Co., London, 
1923. 4s 6d net. 

As the subtitle indicates, this volume is of a spiritistic type. The contents 
are offered as a sort of daily-readings series for those seeking consolation for 
loss of loved ones by death. The purported communicator was a fiction 
writer well known to English readers. There is nothing of special use or 
profit for the researcher in the volume beyond the fact that it adds further 


items to the collection of non-evidential automatic writings having a serious 
purpose.—G. O. T. 


“The Psychic Messages of Jesus,” by Loutst Goutp Ranpati, Amanuensis. 

Boston, Richard G. Badger, 1923. Pp. 246. 

This “ Jesus” is not recognizable as the same with the one portrayed in 
the Gospels. Nor is he identifiable in language or teachings with the no less 
novel “ Jesus” of F. A. Wiggin. (See review in Journal for August, 1922.) 
Wiggin’s “ Jesus” is a tiresome prig; this one seems to be a paranoiac. 

It is singular that Biblical characters, when supposed to be communicating 
in our days and using English, seem impelled to go back to the English of 
King James. Even at that, they seldom use it correctly. Addressing a single 
person as “ye,” and declaring that one has been “ slayed,” really will not do. 

But oddest of all about the “ Jesus” in this book is the fact that he is 
filled with intense conviction that the sacred word of the Hindus and the 
Buddhistic religion, OM, has vast spiritual, not to say talismanic, influence, 
and that he teaches the doctrines of re-incarnation and of Karma of the 
Hindus. He even claims that when he lived in the region of the River Jordan 
he was devoted to OM. 

“T rose early one morning, and as usual said a prayer unto the Father. 
But ‘how,’ you may inquire. 

“T drew long slow breaths, nasaling my tone—then jerked it quick aside 
whilst I moaned the soft tone of ‘OMmmm.’ 

“Was that enough—you ask. 

“Surely as I stand, it is enough.” 
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The book, it hardly needs to be said, is quite unevidential. Probably the 
motive which actuated the subconscious of the “amanuensis” in its production 
is perceptible in a passage which is to be found near the end. 

“In all the world there is to be but one center that holds me as you [Mrs. 
Randall] do—for writing. 

Let all believe and come to her who writes, Jesus.” 

There will doubtless be those who will come. Only perseverance is neces- 
sary in order to give history another Joanna Southcote or Ann Lee.—W. F. P. 


Do the Dead Live? An Inquiry into the Present State of Psychical Research, 
by Paul Heuzé. Translated from the French, and published by Dutton 
and Company, 1923; price $2.00. 

A reader, conversant with the real purpose of psychical research, is 
promptly disgusted at the outset by books or essays wherein it is stated or 
implied that the sole or chief object of these investigations is to furnish 
proof of spiritual survival. Notwithstanding repeated averment in S. P. R. 
publications, and explicit reiteration by specialists in psychical research, that 
the work is cold inquiry and not propaganda, book after book comes from 
the press wherein this paramount principle is ignored, and psychical research 
is either congratulated on its success in establishing survival, or berated for 
its wretched failure to prove anything. 

The value of this book can be better guaged if we imagine a reporter 
from one of our great dailies being sent to a dozen workers in psychical 
research, in order to secure a brief extemporaneous and popular write-up for 
serial publications; these being later collated in book form. The author was 
assigned by the editors of /’Opinion for this purpose, and relating to his 
personal observations in his introduction, he qualifies as an “ expert ” in these 
words: “ Did I arrive at any conclusion? Certainly I did. I assert that in 
nearly every case it is useless to give ourselves up to experiment of any kind; 
furthermore it is more often than not dangerous. This is my real conviction.” 

Explicit enough, but of course alarming to contemplate the risks incurred 
by this courageous gentleman over some years of time in order to gain the 
necessary intellectual equipment for a brief extemporaneous interview with 
Delanne, Geley, Flammarion, Doyle, Mzterlinck, Richet, Mme. Curie, Mme. 
Bisson, and a local Catholic Priest (tactful editorial strategy, of course, to 
take care of any popular recoil). There is something especially delectable in 
the logic of this Father Mainage. “ Spiritism,” says he, “is merely a revival 
of superstitions as old as the world, and abandoned by mankind as they ad- 
vance in civilization.” Yet in the same paragraph, “the Church has at all 
times forbidden the spontaneous intercourse of the living with beings beyond 
the tomb. It is true, in exceptional cases, God may permit a manifestation 
of the souls of the dead, etc.” Restated it is like this. There can be no doubt 
whatsoever regarding the actual objective existence of Timbuctoo, but if you 
really visit in Timbuctoo, you have sunk to the depths of depravity and 
superstition ! 

It would appear that the infallible church is a little wary about repeating 
the Galileo-Bruno blunder, for here is another pearl from the same lips. 
“We are depicted as adamant on the subject of psychical experiences; this 
ts absolutely false. On the contrary and despite all that has been said, the 
Church has invariably kept pace with the progress of true science 
I have seen [all of the phenomena of spiritism, including materialization] 
and they are ‘ facts difficult to deny.’” 

Present day experimentation in France centers almost entirely in physical 
phenomena, and the reported interviews relate largely to discussion in this 
field. In these there is nothing particularly informing to the student of 
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psychical subjects; and one may turn the last page with a sense of relief, 
wondering meantime why such a book should have been written.—WeEsToN 
D. Bay.ey, M.D. 


Finding Oneself in the Universe, by JEAN Berry. 210 pages, $2.50. G. P. 

Putnam’s Sons, New York, 1923. 

A clear, concise text-book for students of the art of living, in beautifully 
chosen English. It is noteworthy that Mrs. Berry includes in her survey of 
the soul’s existence and relationships, the following statement (page 86) : 

“The subject of immortality is beyond the scope of these lessons. It is 
only mentioned here to call attention to the fact that our scientific findings 
of today corroborate the Pythagorean definition of the soul. Scientific psy- 
chical research, answering its inquiry as to survival after death, announces 
the continuous life—immortality—of the individual, conscious and sentient. 
They tell us that those who have gone on devoid of body still know spiritual 
experience and earth experience. They know them by feeling. They accom- 
plish their purposes by feeling. They communicate by feeling. Moreover, 
the body of feeling that left the body of flesh, is much the same as it was on 
earth. It exhibits the same temperament, the same dominant feelings, the 
same desires. An individual is recognizable by his former characteristics and 
his habitual mould of consciousness. It is regrettable that we have fallen into 
the mistake of calling those who have died “ spirits.” They are so obviously 
souls. Spirit is universal. They are entities. Spirit is eternal. They are 
immortal.”—G. O. T. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR FIRST QUARTER OF 1924 


ENDED MARCH 3lst. 


Bank Balances January 1, 1924. 
National City Bank $5,637.41 
Corn Exchange Bank 46.00 
Seaboard National Bank 2,738.10 


RECEIPTS—January 1 to March 81st, 1924. 
Annual Dues 
Interest on Investments. 
Accrued Interest—1923 
Donations. 
Publication Fund 1,764.78 
Research Fund 25.00 
87.50 
341.00 
Sundries. 
Sale of Journals and Proceedings...........cecccecccceeces 224.40 
Fa ily et te NO ie ae ae gC a TT Oa 10.50 


Miscellaneous 91.72 
Bank Interest 
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BUSINESS NOTICES 
DISBURSEMENTS—January 1 to March 31, 1924. 






| ep Ae iene rg cate eae Ug roe RL one meetin pe a $1,810.01 
IN een ea a 6 Cai. 64 eee tke Wen BE tn Ur ee ae 450.00 
MME Se Pes ove Scns bs vic Avon s Penn BODEN Oaks ponte wade cane 21.84 
EE 5 «5 ind ¢de vivaevas sed ehaeeksouraetantiar tana 30.12 
DR. 8.  , . . dng oy pew ay antne we ace auc aae seein ne 911.15 
SE og, ere t caine aoe 9 abe Ae & ie eecaedie cs anes Heatly ge 111.29 
ee Pe er a ener, Sy me a 50.08 
IIS i. Gon ia. o7se bess pr ain Sip sate arn Geeta Peatacake eens deweta 291.35 
Transferred from Research a/c to W. F. Prince............. 1,000.00 
RUINUIN, 5-4 Wick obs 54:0 ba-bGk OA dle ade ic OUR elew oaw pute ee p oaeme ee 616.93 
NE ee Rog cad 1: Chan ails mced meee beasb adele eae we aeomted 50.00 


Warsaw Congress Report 
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Balance on hand April Ist, 1924 
Moneys held in Reserve. 


eee er reer essere eee eseseeseseseeses 


I nos | OR re ee $1,167.25 
NIE 0. ov Vn acawa cans wales eee ereeen 973.85 
I I orn oa ook ack oie low aie ae 3,006.40 
PI 6a oo. Sin co ores ate moiareiaca a saumaees Ire 1,740.26 


1925 Dues 


Balance available for 1924 expenses... ......... 0c. cece cccccccccccsccsece $2,465.67 
Total Receipts on Publication Fund from July 19, 1923 to March 31st, 













NE 5g co oro iw wie sere <chascias'g-wes.e Games pinyin cea eee $4,119.78 
mepense for TOUR FUOROIINON . oo... <.5 oc accewewe. ci cphee ensures ae casacrea 1,113.38 






Balance on hand 


Out of this balance the 1923 Proceedings will be paid for when issued and the 
balance will be applied to the reduction of the $3,500.00 note. Continued subscrip- 
tions to the Publication Fund will be needed during remainder of the year for the 


a liquidation of the note and assistance in paying for the Journals and 1924 
roceedings. 
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SUBSCRIPTION TO WARSAW REPORT 


Prevseuiiy OWN 6. os :ss<acdocanaewneonsedca«siens eens eeese $240.00 
Mr. A. Ei. Teataile 2... ccscscs 3 dered ska elias aiaeee ands eh eo ee eee 5.00 
BN ea No hasan hy crack 5 tose eunaclnl & o sloa late cs a Adee etal 5.00 
I I n=. 6 ase bimitiate dl oinl wl rete etobins «erat Ie ee 25.00 
ee ND vig ic cvn seis caidvbacku eeu eveseleaedebeeeeen 2.50 
Oe Oe, CE OD no ckceventubecess beck sonspebeseeterelnat 2.50 
uy Ng ay ee Weeesanenen 5 Genet tenner orrerren ne 2.50 
ee, EE i, Es oc sins bunubeasvhossenesetacetia ek eenee 5.00 
Bee PE INE oc ics Cole vedeaevces oss daherece ure anaes 5.00 
DER, RTI Si cg 3.540 Dead aiciorge gic cceere Bina erate a edie wing ee 2.50 


Mr. George H. Breaker 
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(NOTE TO WARSAW REPORT) 


It will be noted that there is a difference between the Treasurer's statement and 
is report. This is because $200.00 were sent to Europe direct, without passing 
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through our hands. Two of the subscriptions acknowledged have not yet been 
paid but will be before this is in print. Owing to the favorable rate of exchange, 
the amount asked of us has been subscribed and paid to Paris, so the subscription 
is now closed. Many thanks to the friends who helped. The volumes of the report 
will be mailed to them without further notice as soon as they arrive, which may not 
be soon. Any other member who did not subscribe, but would like a Warsaw Re- 
port can have it by sending in $2.50 and having their names added to the list. 


PUBLICATION FUND 


Previously Acknowledged 
March 4. Mr. A. H. Bataille 
ee I Sc Cas bdo wid Ws dines wrqele wild s eee eure ob 
17. Miss Irene Putnam 
21. Miss Beatrice Hyslop 
Miss M. Winifred Hyslop 
25. Mr. Edward F. Loud 
28. Mr. James T. Whitehead 
Miss Irene Putnam 


$4,119.78 


Friends are asked to continue their generosity at least throughout the present 
year. If they do so we shall be out of debt. 


RESEARCH FUND 
Miss Noma Geist 


MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNT 


New Members-—January 1st to March 31st, 1924: 46 Associates; 25 Members; 
1 Fellow. Reinstatements: 1 Associate; 1 Member. Resignations: 13 Associates; 
7 Members. Changes in Membership: 2 from Associates to Members; 1 from 
Member to Associate; 2 from Members to Fellows; 1 from Fellow to Associate; 1 
from Life Member to Life Fellow. Died: 1 Member; 2 Associates. 

Founders, 5; Patrons, 14; Life Fellows, 7; Life Members, 21; Life Associates, 
26; total 73; Memorial Members, 8; Memorial Associates, 1; Fellows, 34; Mem- 
bers, 491; Associates, 406; total, 931. Grand total, 1013. 

During the month of March we received from invitation, 12 Associates, 11 Mem- 
bers, 1 Fellow; without invitation, 6 Associates; 1 Member applied for reinstate 
ment. Total, 3. Two Associates died; one Member removed; one Associate be 
came a Member and one Member a Fellow. 


—All contributions intended for the Journal should be addressed to the Editor. 


—All other correspondence should be addressed to the American Society for Psy- 
chical Research, 44 East 23rd Street, New York. 


—All checks and remittances should be made payable to “Lawson Purdy, Treasurer.” 


—Associates, paying an annual fee of $5.00, receive the monthly Journal. Membems, 
paying an annual fee of $10.00, receive the monthly Journal and the yearly Pro 
ceedings. The total number of pages for the year is about the same in each; the 
Proceedings contain the longer reports. Inquiries for membership will be greatly 
appreciated. 





